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Editorial: 
 
To celebrate the great success of the Living 
on the Edge2 event in June and to share the 
beauty of the flora that are colonising the 
Heart of Reeds, we have ‘splashed out’ and 
included some colour pages in this 
newsletter. Perhaps you have also noticed 
some subtle changes to the design and layout 
of our front page.  
 
Included with this mailing is a copy of the 
brochure that introduces our thinking and 
planning behind the various projects that we 
have set up on the Lewes Railway Land 
Local Nature Reserve. The proposal for the 
Linklater Pavilion is quite the most 
daunting but exciting project we have ever 
undertaken. For those of you with access to 
the internet, I have put our main website 
address www.railwaylandproject.org which 
will lead you to all the linked sites related to 
the Railway Land. It really will be a ‘watch 
this space’ experience as the website grows 
over the coming months. 
 
The greatest pleasure of the Railway Land 
for me is the sighting and recognition of the 
flora and fauna. We have some dedicated 
and observant members of the RLWT who 
share their knowledge. Jon Gunson, who 
lives in Ham Lane emailed me in early July. 
‘On the last Saturday in June I saw a banded 
demoiselle (the prettiest of the damselflies) 
in the magistrate`s car park. There were six 
glow-worms on the road to the tip and the 
streamside vegetation was full of frogs and 
froglets. The kingfisher was hunting at the 
old spring behind Heart of Reeds and as I 
watched an emperor dragonfly from the 
bridge over Cockshut, a grass snake calmly 
swam up the stream towards me.’  
 

I expect most of you know that on the Heart 
of Reeds the swans managed to successfully 
rear three cygnets, and you may have also 
noticed the mallards as many as ten! 
Recently, Leonie Mercer noted that there 
was a female mandarin duck swimming with 
them. This was quite a coup as it is very hard 
to spot the difference in August. At our 
September committee meeting Jon described 
seeing a pair of dragonflies, an Emperor and 
Empress mating. Some dragonfly species are 
doing well and the Emperor is increasing its 
range year by year.  Usually they copulate 
high up in the tree tops, but according to Jon 
these two formed a perfect heart shape, point 
down, and flew off - still ‘in flagrante’ - 
making a noise like a very small football 
rattle.  
 
As you collect the final blackberries and 
enjoy the late summer sun and the onset of 
autumn on the Railway Land keep your eyes 
open and please send me your observations 
by email to rigg@patspur.demon.co.uk  or to 
the company address printed at the top of 
this page. 
 
Pat Rigg 
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A Date for your Diary 

 
 

 
The RLWT are holding a special event for 
members and friends on Tuesday 24th 
October at 7pm in the All Saints Centre, 
Friars Walk, Lewes. 
 
Alex Kirby, the former BBC Environment 
Correspondent will give a talk entitled  

 
‘Trouble  Ahead: Why Lewes needs 

the Railway Land’ 
 
John Parry will present a brief illustrated 
introduction to set the scene for Alex’s talk. 
A ploughman’s super and a glass of wine are 
included in the ticket price of £7.50 
 
Further drinks will be available during the 
evening in return for an appropriate donation 
and a raffle will be held.  Donations of raffle 
prizes from members will be welcome. 
 
The evening should be informative, 
interesting and an enjoyable social evening 
for members and their friends. In addition 
we will be aiming to raise funds for the 
Linklater Pavilion! 
 
Tickets can be purchased from: 
Bow Windows Bookshop, 175 High Street, 
Lewes  
Inter Sport, 7 Cliffe High Street, Lewes  
or  
Graham Shuttleworth, 11A Prince Edwards 
Road, Lewes, BN7 1BJ, (01273 477322) 
  
Admission will be by ticket only and 
numbers are limited – so do buy early! 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Minders’ Autumn and Winter 

Work Programme 
 
 
 
We will meet as usual at the main entrance 
to the Railway Land, by the gate with the 
red spot at 1.30pm.  
 
Sunday Oct 1st:  
Reedbed sight-lines creation. Creating 
viewpoints through the overgrowth within 
Heart of Reeds. 
 
Sunday Nov 5th:  
Pond clearance. Removal of overgrowth 
from the old duck pond, in preparation for a 
pond restoration project taking place this 
winter. 
 
Sunday Dec  3rd: 
Woodland glade maintenance. 
 
Sunday Jan 7th:  
Sidings scrub control tasks. 
 
Sunday Feb 4th:  
Woodland management. Carrying out 
woodland tasks such as coppicing of 
buddleia, glade maintenance and removal of 
sycamore saplings from specific areas within 
the woods. 
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Chairman’s Corner 
 

 
Pat has once again done us proud with this 
special newsletter and we owe her huge 
thanks for all the work she does behind the 
scenes.  The same must be said of the 
Pavilion Operations Sustainability Team 
(POST) charged with bringing the Linklater 
Pavilion Project to fruition on budget. 
 
The launch on 26th September was attended 
by 85 people and we are very grateful to our 
patrons, Lord Healey and Professor Ivor 
Goodson, for their speeches of huge support. 
 
We also owe thanks to Cllr Marina Pepper 
for hosting the event, Graham Shuttleworth 
for leading us through it and to Andrew 
Goodwin and Olga Pohubova, from 
Mackellar Schwerdt architects, for their 
efforts in getting the plans ready in time. 

 

Praise should also go to participants Alec 
Bennison and Carole Harding for once more 
demonstrating live the database designed for 
them to a large audience.  It’s no mean feat. 
 

 
The pavilion is a truly team effort and will 
be the only way that we will manage such an 
ambitious project.  But we need some 
immediate financial help regarding the 
planning application – to be precise, £20,000 
by Christmas.  This will not only help us to 
‘go real’ in terms of the true costs and 
foundations but will be vital in releasing 
further funds from bodies who will only 
support us once we have planning 
permission.  So we really need that financial 
support now to take us to the next stage.   
 
We were all given a boost, and touched, 
when one of the JMB members Declan O’ 

Keeffe presented Lord Healey with a cheque 
for £250 collected by him from friends and 
relatives for doing chores around the house. 
‘You’re a smart young man,’ said Lord 
Healey as the applause raised the Town Hall 
roof. 
 

The look on Pauline Linklater’s face when 
she met Declan after the presentations said it 
all. 
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The Linklater Pavilion Project 
 
 
We wish to construct a building, known as 
the Linklater Pavilion, at the entrance to the 
Railway Land. Its purpose is to serve the 
Trust’s educational aspirations, to enable 
people to understand and celebrate aspects 
of their local environment and the systems 
on which we all depend. We need to raise      
£700,000 and have already secured £100,000 
from the Mettyear Charitable Trust as well 
as £150,000 from Viridor Environmental 
Credits.  
 
The use of the Linklater Pavilion 
 
It will be a social and ecological 
sustainability centre, building on the work of 
the last 20 years and providing a local 
archive of change over the next 50 years. It 
will be a centre of environmental education 
and innovation as well as a base for adults 
with learning disabilities working alongside 
schools as appropriate. In addition, it will 
serve as an away-day facility for small 
groups to reflect on their practice, a venue 
for evening meetings and an exhibition 
space. 
 
Key aspects and values that underpin our 
vision are: 
a) community learning as opposed to a 
visitor attraction. 
b) adults with learning disabilities are 
integrated into the purpose and function 
from the start. 
c) the business plan provides for an annual 
sum of approx £3,000 to develop and 
support links with one, or two, centres in 
developing countries. 
 
Why it is called the 'Linklater' Pavilion 
 
The Friends of Lewes, the local Civic 
Society, has played a vital role in 
maintaining and enhancing the unique 
townscape of Lewes since 1952.  The 
Friends were led for 45 years by Peter 
Linklater who represented them at many 

successful planning enquiries. In 1987, he 
led the enquiry on the future of the former 
railway sidings that were to eventually 
become the Railway Land LNR. 
 
How we plan to construct it 
 
The Pavilion will be exemplary in its 
minimal use of carbon both in construction 
and day to day running. It will be built from 
sustainable resources, will incorporate a 
variety of insulation methods, will be highly 
flexible and will be able to withstand floods 
as it will be raised on stilts. A listening loop 
and the provision of habitats for a variety of 
creatures will be incorporated from the start 
as well as the use of remotely controlled 
cameras to record events both inside and 
outside. 
 
The running of the Linklater Pavilion 
 
The Pavilion will be owned by the Railway 
Land Wildlife Trust and it will be leased to 
various groups on a cross-charging basis so 
as to secure the day to day running of the 
building. The central space will be shared 
and it is this use, as a training venue, a 
meeting space, a modest conference facility 
and an exhibition space that will provide 
profit for an annual education residency.  
 
How you can help 
 
You can make a donation by sending a 
cheque marked ‘Railway Land Wildlife 
Trust’ to: Tessa George, 63 Spences Lane 
 Lewes, BN7 2HG. Or you can contact 
graham.shuttleworth@talk21.com to 
discuss sponsorship opportunities. 
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Living on the Edge 2 

23rd June 2006 
 
 
The launch of Living on the Edge2 took 
place at Priory School, on Friday 23 June 
during National Learning Disability Week. 
The guest of honour was the land artist Chris 
Drury, who designed the Heart of Reeds.  
 
The NC4All Project has been running for 
several years, and this ambitious extension 
of its scope (involving a growing number of 
Franco-British exchanges, in both directions) 
marks the second phase in the life of the 
iconic living sculpture created on the 
Railway Land in 2005, the Heart of Reeds.   
Living on the Edge2 places the emphasis 
firmly on education and is designed to 
stimulate debate about our relationship to 
nature and to a particular piece of land on 
the edge of Lewes. 
 
Some of the creatures found on the Railway 
Land are species so rare that they are 'living 
on the edge' of existence.  Others inhabit the 
margin of the reed bed, which is on the edge 
between land and water.  The reed warblers 
that migrate each year from the Ouse valley 
to West Africa, have to double their weight 
if they're to survive the journey. They know 
all about living on the very edge of survival.  
After the huge floods of 2000, and with little 
sign of adequate flood defences, some may 
think that Lewes itself is ‘living on the edge’ 
- fearful of another flood. 
 

     
The proceedings started with a warm up 

Maori chant led by Ali Bishop, of ‘Angels 
with Attitude’. Then we had presentations of 
teaching materials influenced or written by 
pupils from Rodmell, Wallands, and 
Barcombe schools.  
 

 
 
The entomologist Peter Hodge worked with 
Rodmell pupils who investigated how 
creatures arrive in ponds and ditches, and the 
best ways of pond-dipping for other pupils 
their age.  
 

 
 
The Wallands pupils focussed on the reed 
warblers and with the participants, made a 
giant jigsaw map of Europe and Africa for a 
warbler flight path game.  
 
Derek Lamport, visiting professor of biology 
at the University of Sussex, worked with 
pupils from Barcombe to discover all they 
can about reeds. 
 
The enthusiasm and dedication of all these 
pupils and staff has been an inspiration. 
 
There was also a demonstration by two of 
the British participants of a new database 
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specially designed so they can use the 
keyboard for navigation rather than a mouse. 
 

  
 
The final presentation was by Priory 
students. Fifteen of them had been in Dieppe 
from 15th to 16th June having raised about 
£50 each to pay for their fares and 
accommodation.  
 

 
 
They had worked with the English 
participants and their French opposite 
numbers to produce lesson plans for teachers 
and other students joining the scheme. They 
produced specific tips (in French!) on 
working with French people with learning 
disabilities and visiting the Parc. Priory 
pupils then launched the website: 
www.railwaylandproject.org 
 
The a capella choir, Angels with Attitude, 
sang the special song have written a entitled 
"Living on the Edge" and presentations of 
the Railway Land Poster were made by 
Chris Drury, Mayor Merlin Milner and 
Jaques Glinel from Parc Naturel Educatif 
Guy Weber, to all those who had taken part 
in the project. 

 
 
The French participants joined us all for a 
picnic on the Railway Land Local Nature 
Reserve.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
The event was rounded off with enthusiastic 
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dancing devised and led by David Sykes  

 
and accompanied by an impromptu Priory 
percussion group.  
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Heart of Reeds Colonisation – the 

Pericardium Year 2 
 
The plant community has changed since last 
year and its structure has become much more 
complex. In Autumn 2005 we recorded 64 
newly established species on the bare earth 
round the Heart of Reeds. This July a survey 
showed that another 29 species are growing 
between the paths and the water’s edge and 
there are more aquatic plants as well. 
                         Swans among reeds with dock flowers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members of the daisy family (now known as 
Asteraceae) such as Bristly Ox-Tongue and 
Thistles, dominant last year, are still very 
common often growing to heights of nearly 
1m., but Goosefoots, plentiful last year, are 
much rarer with just a few specimens of Fat 
Hen noted.                    Perforate St. John’s Wort  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Competing well with the Bristly Ox-Tongue 
are spectacular Weld with their creamy 
white spikes, Codlins and Cream, beautiful 
dark red Figwort, Gypsywort with rings of 
tiny white and purple flowers, Evening 
Primrose, Docks, Melilot and Teasels.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                    Teasels and Bristly Ox-Tongue 
These tall species are providing anchorage 
for scrambling plants like Goosegrass, 
Woody Nightshade and Greater Bindweed. 
Amphibious Bistort  
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Woody plants like Brambles and Buddleia 
are present though not in large numbers, the 
latter being deliberately removed at the 
small seedling stage since it is well 
represented elsewhere in the Reserve and 
can quickly become dominant. 
 
In 2005 we didn’t record grasses because 
very few were found and none had flowered 
– making identification difficult. However 
this year 2 species are very common, 
growing tall among the Bristly Ox-Tongue 
and other dominants. These are Meadow 
Grass and the hairy leaved Yorkshire Fog 
with just a few specimens of False Oat, Wall 
Barley and the odd cultivated Oat and a 
Ryegrass, the latter coming from the seed 
mixture sown to stabilise the steep slope of 
the mound. It is an annual grass and 
therefore once it has done its job of 
stabilising it will die leaving space for other 
more interesting species. 
 Codlins and Cream 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The edges of the upper path have been 
strimmed and one of the outcomes is that 
grasses are doing well, forming a turf, now 
that the taller species have been cut back. 
This should also enable lower growing 
species to flourish, adding interest for those 
walking the paths. It is noticeable that some 
of these which were early colonisers like 
Scarlet Pimpernel, are now rare though 
others, for example Plantains, Silverweed, 
Cinquefoils, Cranesbill, Black Medick, Birds 
Foot Trefoil and Perforate St. John’s Wort, 
are doing well where light conditions are 
sufficient. 
 
Down by the water’s edge, among the 
hawking dragonflies and jumping green 
frogs, we recorded, and smelt, Water Mint 
and there were clumps of Water Speedwell 
growing among the Common Reeds. The 
reeds are doing very well, spreading not only 
in the water but in some instances about 
two-thirds of the way up the slopes. 
Common Reedmace, often just known as 
Bulrush, is producing striking brown female 
flowers topped with a spike of yellowish 
male flowers. Floating aquatics such as 
Amphibious Bistort, Potamageton and Water 
Crowfoot are making a welcome 
appearance. 
 
We commented last year on some notable 
absentees on the earth banks and this year 
we have still recorded no Meadowsweet, 
Viper’s Bugloss or Rose Bay Willow Herb, 
but it’s early days for this fascinating, 
changing habitat with both losses and gains 
taking place. We shall continue to monitor 
these variations.   Hedge Bindweed 
Jenifer Barton & Liz Williams               
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Ranger’s Summer Report 

 
 
Summer is a time of fairly minimum 
intervention in habitat management on the 
Railway Land. However access work 
continues, so the grassy footpaths have been 
cut and maintained and the surfaced 
footpaths repaired and topped up with 
surfacing material.  

The grasses on the viewing mound on Heart 
of Reeds have now grown well and are well 
established.  The protection and matting has 
been successful and so now the wooden 
fencing has been removed. The Heart of 
Reeds remained in good water throughout 
the drought and there has been the 
establishment of good reed growth. 

I have spent quite a lot of time on three 
strategic plans.  

The most exciting has been helping the 
Junior Management Board to submit the 
‘Young Roots’ £24,000 grant application to 
the Heritage Lottery Fund. This is an 
application to restore the ornamental ponds 
of Leighside House and was presented by 
the JMB members to the full Management 
Committee. It was suggested by Amy 
Watkinson as part of her Duke of Edinburgh 
Award and also includes an innovative water 
saving poster by Beth Sedgwick. Heritage 
Lottery Fund now have three months to 
consider the application 

The Executive Management Plan (which is a 
shorter version of the full plan) is now 
complete, and is to be distributed to those 
members of the RLWT / Public who request 
it. Copies are available from Community 
Ranger, at Southover House.  

It is very disappointing that the carefully 
planned winter ditch dredging on the 
Railway Land meadows is now under threat 
because of huge budget cuts at the 

Environment Agency. This work had been 
carefully planned to coincide with 
maintenance work that the EA would have 
undertaken on site. I am seeking advice and 
intend to accomplish this necessary work in 
the coming months. 

Please be warned that dramatic large scale 
scrub clearing on the sidings using a tractor 
and flail (with cuttings collection included) 
will take place in October. The scrub 
clearing will be targeted. Some areas will be 
taken back to bare earth in order to remove 
bramble roots. All this work was 
recommended by the Habitat Advisory 
Group in their last meeting on site. 

This autumn the Reedbed sightlines are to be 
established, these will keep open views 
across the open water as the vegetation 
continues to grow up.  Wheelchair and 
buggie users will find these sightlines 
particularly useful.   

Dan Ross, Community Ranger 

 
The JMB Entrance 

 
 
The Committee and the JMB have decided 
that a low level sign should be designed and 
erected. It will explain about the plants in the 
area and illustrated, to help the public 
identify different species.  Liz Williams has 
produced a draft text and the cost will be 
borne by the RLWT.  
 
Several interesting species including Hare’s 
ear clover (usually found on sand dunes), 
self heal and bird’s foot trefoil were noted 
between the taller growth, on the annual 
Committee walk in June.  
 
Dan Ross will be strimming the area in late 
September after natural seeding has taken 
place. He will remove the cuttings to 
encourage the diversity of plants. 
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Annual ‘Committee Walk’ 

 
 
 
Each summer we hold one committee 
meeting ‘on site’. It takes the form of a walk 
and the recommendations of the Habitat 
Advisory Group are always discussed. This 
year’s walk included a visit to the old ponds 
in the woodland, and Amy explained her 
vision. If the Young Roots application to 
National Heritage is successful there will be 
more detail on this in a future newsletter. 
 
The hazel, hawthorn and blackthorn planted 
along the pipe are doing really well. The 
weeding contract ends this year. Some 
thinning will be needed. The hazels whips 
which were planted one metre apart will be 
thinned to five metre gaps eventually. The 
fencing will be taken down, probably this 
winter and the £500 that Southern Water 
provided for planting the under-storey will 
be used. Dan, the Minders volunteers and the 
participants will plant native bulbs. 
 
This area shows the value and benefits of the 
mitigation negotiated between Dan, Bill 
Jenman, the RLWT and Southern Water. 
 
The Black Poplars are doing well in the 
allotment area, but some ‘treasure hunters’ 
have been digging in this area. Dan will keep 
this under review, but we don’t want to start 
putting up prohibiting notices if we can help 
it. 
 
The mowing of the central S shaped path in 
the Heart of Reeds was postponed because 
the swans were nesting, however we have 
decided to strim each year in May and 
September, half a metre on either side of the 
path from the outside to the bridge and from 
the lifebuoy to the dipping platform. The 
Winterbourne banks will also be cut at these 
times.  Sightlines of two to three metre 
swathes of vegetation being cut from the 
path down to the water will be created in 
October, enabling wheelchair users and 

small children to have glimpses of the water 
areas from the path.  
 
We are concerned that dog mess is a 
problem and the area was starting to smell. 
We can only hope that all the owners will be 
responsible; clearing up after their animals 
and using the bin provided! 
 
 

Entente Cordiale 
 
 
 
After the annual ‘committee walk’ of the 
Reserve on the 21st June we hosted the 
‘Nature Corridors for All’ participants, their 
carers and families plus the party of 
participants from France to a champagne and 
cake reception by the signal box.  
 

 
 
Dawn cuts the cake for Britain, whilst Pascal 
responds for France! 
 

 


