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Editorial: 
Having supported an ambitious youth-led 
three day festival combining a reconstruction 
of medieval life,  political debate on 
democracy, dance,  music and the premiere 
of John Agard’s play ‘Carry on Magna’, we 
are now looking forward to ‘Treasure 
from Trash’ - a celebration of the creative 
vision and ingenuity of artisans around the 
world. The attached poster gives details of 
creative upcycling workshops that are being 
led by local artists, and provides wonderful 
summer holiday opportunities for all ages. 
Do take advantage and book your places.

We are grateful for financial support for 
the workshops from Chalk Cliff  Trust and 
a grant from Lewes Town Council. The 
action starts at 2pm on July 6th, and ends 
with a bang on August 31st. I suggest you 
put these dates in your diaries now!

We would appreciate ‘sitters’ on the 
following days: July 8th, 23rd, 30th, 
August 6th, 7th, 13th, 20th and 27th.  If 
anyone would like to offer to ‘sit’ the 
exhibition from 1pm-3pm, please contact 
Geoff Bush on  07731534449 or email him 
at geoffbush55@gmail.com

More ‘Treasure from Trash’ exhibits will be on 
display at the Foundry Gallery between July 
12th - 27th, at Tom Walker’s ‘Secrets 
of the Dust 3’  Exhibition. Do drop 
in,  as Tom will be inspiring a community 
art creation planned to be unveiled at the 
Linklater on the 31st August. 

A final date for your diary is Friday 25th 
July. Nicola Peel’s inspirational work in 
the Amazon - tackling oil pollution in the 
rainforest using “Mycoremediation’. 
(For details see pg 7)   
Enjoy your Reserve!                        Pat Rigg

Peter Tatchell argues his case to members of the Lewes 
Youth Theatre
John Agard and Grace Nichols watch ‘Simon De Montfort’  
aka Philip Rose, while drummers prepare in the Linklater.
The RLWT and LDC tent attracted approximately 200 visitors 
over the 3 day festival.



Director’s round up - A summer of fun and progress on many 
fronts .....                                            
‘Prepare for Battle’ was a great success but was very much a one–off event that we would not 
normally support in the month of May.  It is why we hold our Festivals close to the Linklater in July 
when nearly all of the spring flowering seeding and nesting is over.
  
Looking ahead - what a Festival ‘Treasures from Trash’ will be – of artefacts from all over 
the world and a host of workshops sponsored by the Chalk Cliff Trust.  We are also grateful to 
Lewes Town Council for their support and we have enjoyed working on the planning in partnership 
with Smarter Living, Lewes District Council and Ruth and Neil Thomson of Knowtrash who have 
been the driving force of this year’s celebration.   A poster is attached and there are details in the 
Editorial about how to offer help if you would like to be part of the team.

At the last volunteer training day, a request was made for a 
more permanent board on the Linklater stating who we were 
and a little about the building itself and our opening times.  I 
am pleased to say that we have been able to work with the 
Coastal Communities 2150 group and just ahead of the official 
launch of the UK’s first climate change trail on 16th June, we 
held an extremely modest unveiling of the sign at the Linklater 
by the contractor, Les Jackson, from Rivermeade signs - but 
you will have to come down to see the whole thing! 

Still with coastal issues, the Nature Corridors for All 
group surpassed themselves by attending the formal 
opening of the new Birling Gap visitor centre.  Rob 
Cash and Jackie Poole helped David Dimbleby pull the 
rope that opened the centre and chatted with David.  
The group’s sequence of monthly photos of the coast 
taken from the same place since 2005 is the highlight 
of the exhibition with many visitors captivated by it.  
Soon the group will be loading their photographs in the 
centre itself direct into a specially designed computer 
program, such is their confidence.  We are all intensely 
proud of the achievements of the Nature Corridors 

programme and will hear whether the funding has been extended for another 3 years in early July.

I return to our volunteers who were also 
concerned at how best to attract Sunday 
visitors into the Undercroft and in this I sought 
the help of two Pestalozzi work experience 
students, Rudolph and Danny, who came 
up with this enticing board  and it seems to 
have worked as numbers have increased 
from around 30 to 55 over the last couple of 
Sundays!  Our thanks to Rudolph and Danny 
who did a great job as well as working with 
the Nature Corridors group and working on 
editing the soil display along with another 
volunteer, Rowan Doff.
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Rowan, a zoology graduate, offered to help every Wednesday and is 
already making a difference in terms of IT advice and presentation and 
generally bringing a young and energetic mind to the project.  We are 
lucky to have him and very grateful for his practical help.  He is seen 
(right) working on a word cloud relating to memories of the sea level rise 
youth initiative’s first meeting.

The Coastal Communities 2150 youth group, made up of pupils from 
Priory School and Ringmer Community College, have met twice and 
recorded the key points of their first meeting which included a slice of 
cake shown in the word cloud!  I have been 
working closely with Jo Higgs and Colin Spiller 
from the Environment Agency who have 
given great support to the group (seen below) 
working with sophisticated GPS equipment to 
map the levels of Heart of Reeds. 

Another young person who has made a significant 
impact has been Thomas Daniel who has 
masterminded the bee-friendly planter.  This was 
done during Priory activity week which involved over 
40 children packing old VHS tapes with rubbish (that 
made the walls) as well as contributing artwork for the 
panels. We are grateful to Professor Francis Ratnieks 
who donated the plants from his garden and to Carol 
and Graham Shuttleworth and their friends who very 
kindly sponsored the planter.  It is a wonderful addition 
to the site and will be opened formally at the start of 
the festival on 6th July.

above & right: Priory pupils work on the bee 
friendly planter

Our signal box window protection boards have been 
upgraded by the Nature Corridors team working with 
Mark Greco and we hope these will give both information 
and a little pleasure to visitors of the box.  

left: Gary and Andrew with the new bird signs



We continue to enjoy good relationships with 
several local and county groups and are 
pleased to have played our part in the recent 
opening of a second section of the multi-
user Egrets Way from Southerham Bridge to 
Rodmell.  The public consultation has gone 
well and we note that many comments have 
been made concerning bringing the path 
through the Railway Land rather than along 
Ham Lane and we will continue to contribute 
to this important initiative.

Being the eyes and ears of the Railway 
Land for much of the time paid off recently 
when Priory pupils warned us that the green 
entrance area was about to be rotovated 
to make a rectangular bed for poppies to 
commemorate the 100 years of World War 1.  
Luckily the contractor was the father of one of 
the Junior Management Board members of 
several years ago and we were able, on the 
spot, to agree an alternatively shaped area 
that flows more freely leaving the popular 
grassy area at the entrance as it is.  

We were delighted to announce on 11th 
June that the Brighton and Lewes Downs 
Biosphere bid to the United Nations was 
successful.  We are a partner in this and the 
designation will help with future funding bids.   

Finally, we are aware that the increasing use 
of the Linklater has led to it looking a bit worn 
in places and so, with thanks to Anne Parry, 
we have arranged for the Kent, Surrey and 
Sussex Community Rehabilitation Company 
to undertake the internal decoration for 
free.  This will take place in October over a 
series of Saturdays.  External decoration is 
also due and will need scaffolding in order 
to ensure we get the best possible finish by 
professionals so that we can defer further 
external decorating for several years.

Thank you for your continuing support and we 
look forward to seeing you at the wonderful 
‘Treasures from Trash’ exhibition throughout 
July and August.
John Parry.

Above: newly seeded areas of poppies

BelowBiosphere partners celebrate at the press launch
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above: John Parry meets with Neville Harrison, Chair 
of Ouse Valley Cycle Network
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The bees are back
Now the flowers are out in force after our warm, wet spring, the new bees are working hard. 

The observation hive went back to the Laboratory of Apiculture and Social Insects (LASI) at the 
University of Sussex. Luciano, the beekeeper, gave it an overhaul and replaced it with a smaller 
hive. We discussed with him & his colleagues how to successfully maintain the hive throughout 
the year and over winter. The information was fuller, clearer & more complex than we’ve had 
before. He showed us all their observation hives to illustrate the procedures. 

The hive should be kept wrapped all year, opening only when being viewed. The bees need to 
maintain a temperature of around 350C. In the observation hive, they lose heat quickly so must 
be insulated. Lack of insulation is a primary cause of colony failure. So to prevent this we now 
have polystyrene on both sides. This can easily be removed to view the bees.

LASI feed their bees all year, except for the months when there are a lot of flowers. Early they 
need liquid feed. Later they need bee candy. We’ll find out more to give our bees the help they 
need later in the year. Bees will die because the queen can’t survive when she exhausts her 
eggs or stored sperm. This is why the queen selected by LASI for our observation hive has to 
be carefully chosen - she must not be so prolific that swarming results from too much brood, but 
must be robust enough to maintain brood production. 

LASI research

Luciano and his colleagues are very busy with an extensive study on the effects of neonicotinoids 
on honey bees and bumble bees. Many sets of both hives have been set up in sites exposed 
to the insecticides with control hives in areas unaffected. Measurements are being made of 
numerous factors to determine the effects. It will be interesting to see 
what they find.
The staff at LASI are always extremely helpful and enthusiastic.

Barbara Cummins         image © David Evans

Above from the left: Steve Savage’s underwater camera and Bella the Bear on the 4th May attracted a 
young audience. He will be back on the 29th June and the 10th August.
Egrets Way cycle path consultation on the 11th May brought in number of new visitors and the new Sea 
Level Rise information boards will be on display throughout June and again in September.

Sunday Openings



Ranger Report June 2014
Wildlife Highlights
• Small Copper seen near the Linklater in early April
• Two common spotted orchids near the sidings
• Nesting whitethroats and reed warblers
The areas of the reserve that were underwater for much 
of the year appear unaffected but some of the paths 
are still blocked with large logs. The willows that were 
pollarded this winter along the side of the Winterbourne 
are reshooting well. 

Maintenance
• The dipping platform is to be repaired later this month, now the water level has dropped. 
The path down to the dipping platform is also going to be repaired following the damage caused 
by the flooding.
• Under the new grounds maintenance contract the paths are going to be cut twice more, 
end of June and end of August and the entrance area once a year. 
• Poppies have been sown at the entrance to the reserve. 

Meadow Minders
The Meadow Minders have been working hard clearing duck weed off Leighside pond, carrying 
out general maintenance and most recently helping to dismantle the medieval village on the wet 
meadows.

Environment Agency
The environment agency has plans to replace one of the main sluice gates on the Winterbourne 
stream. This will be formally confirmed and more information given later in the year.  

High Level Stewardship Capital funds have been used to buy 25 new bird boxes to replace some 
of the older boxes and create a new survey area within the scrub by the old allotments. A grey 
wagtail box was also purchased and will be installed next to the sluice gates. 
Dan Fagan (Contact details see page 8)

RLWT Raffle 
Prize Winners  
enjoy  their 
‘Fun Day Out’ 
on the Railway 
Land.

The Porter family 
& friends made 
up the new leaflet 
into a booklet, 
and enthusiastically completed a special quiz based on the Railway Land 
Trail. This was followed by a grand picnic, scavenger hunt, and a visit to the signal box to see 
the new bird boards. The afternoon was rounded off by visiting the bees and having a special 
introduction by Thea, our bee expert. Jo, John and Jimmy -  who live in Brighton  and Jimmy’s 
young friends Ruby and Leo - were delighted to learn more about the Reserve which they have 
visited many times. The historical atmosphere was enhanced by the sound of steam trains 
echoing through the woodland - a completely unplanned ‘extra’ that was quite magical.   Pat Rigg
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STOP PRESS
Many congratulations to Nicola Peel - Winner of 
the Peoples Environment Awards – Campaigner 
of the Year and Finalist in the Guardian Observer 
Ethical Awards.

Seen here  just before she left for the prize-giving 
ceremony in London, Nicola will be working with us 
on a display about the Mycelium and her ground 
breaking work in the Amazon which will be featured 
at the 6th July Festival. We are also supporting her 
work by holding a special evening on 25th July.

 POSITIVE SOLUTIONS 
AROUND THE WORLD

How can mushrooms clean up oil spills, a village 
build schools, health centres and restaurants from 
their rubbish and the indigenous peoples of the 
Amazon be supported in their struggle against the 
oil industry?
Nicola is a dedicated environmentalist working in 
the Amazon since 2000 bringing positive practical 
solutions to a world in need.

FRIDAY 25th JULY
The Linklater Pavilion

Lewes.
7 for 7:30 pm

Admission by suggested donation of £5 - £15 
supporting Nicola’s work with the peoples of the 
Amazon.
Time for refreshments and networking after Nicola’s 
talk.
NICOLA PEEL    www.eyesofgaia.com

MYCOREMEDIATION

4 years ago Nicola founded a project in 
Ecuador and brought together an amazing 
group of scientists to trial Mycoremediation. 
This is the use of fungus to break down 
pollutants, including hydrocarbons. This has 
huge potential in cleaning up the massive 
contamination left by the oil industry in the 
headwaters of the upper Amazon.

You can view her latest film on the subject  
“Solution to Pollution”  on line at 
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=KO1WjFRL_XA

For access to past newsletters or to see this 
printed version in full colour go to:

www.railwaylandproject.org 
& click ‘newsletters’ in the left hand column

to contact the Railway Land Wildlife Trust
email:  info@railwaylandproject.org

to contact Dr John Parry, Director
email: jmparry@btinternet.com

to contact Lewes District Council Ranger 
Daniel Fagan 01273-484408

email: daniel.fagan@lewes.gov.uk

Editor: Pat Rigg
contact:patspur9@gmail.com

tel: 01273-487798

photos ©RLWT unless attributed
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