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Being a Trustee is a bit like being on a rollercoaster. 
The speed with which events and deadlines hurtle 
towards us can leave you breathless, and then there 
are the heart lurching moments when important 
decision making about the Pavilion is required. We 
Trustees feel very responsible for ensuring that the 
money we have raised is wisely and carefully spent. 

Roger Beasley, who has spent nearly 15 years planning 
and designing an iconic building for the Trust said 
recently ‘the train has left the station, John!’ and 
indeed we are now embarked on a seriously important 
journey. However, we have some fun moments too 
and I have chosen these pictures for our front page to 
illustrate some of the more amusing and pleasurable 
aspects of being on the Committee. 

The Pavilion Rocks appeal was dreamed up by a 
group of us in the  pub after a long committee meeting. 
I’ve made it my mission to sell at every possible 
event between now and Christmas. I have bookings 
for the Friends of Lewes AGM, the Farmers Market 
in November and December, and of course our own 
launch event on the 11th November. I am hoping to 
attend some of our partner schools Christmas fetes as 
I think a ‘Rock in a Sock’ is just the sort of Christmas 
Stocking gift every child should have! If you would 
like to sponsor a rock for any child in your life, please 
use the form printed in this newsletter.

John took this 
picture at the 
launch, and what 
pleases me most 
is that it has, 
together with our 
model, proved an 
inspired piece of 
fund raising and 
PR.

The 2020 Vision exhibition was hard work but we 
had a lot of laughs too. 

Tony Duc, Imogen Stewart, Chloe Alexander, Chris 

Adams & Christine Meadows all 
helped with exhibition sitting, their 
help was much appreciated.

Wenda of Artemis Arts relaxes after a 
day of hanging exhibits and displays.

Old  Mum - New Robot

Chloe took this picture and sent it to Viva Lewes 
with the caption ‘In a local exhibition here in Lewes, 
children in several schools were asked to consider 
which objects would become obsolescent within 
twenty years. 
I loved this from a boy aged 6. I think the Old Mum 
might be pleased too, with what the New Robots could 
take away from her daily grind!’ 

The Lewes Pound Launch has also been a wonderful 
boost for the Trust. To have the Pavilion  chosen  as 
the image for the £10 note was excellent publicity for 
the project, and we are now 
hopeful that we will get the 
much needed sign put up 
in the precinct which will 
indicate the  Railway Land 
Local Nature Reserve. 

Every summer the committee 
meets on site for a walk led by 
Dan Ross:we discuss habitat 
management, Dan’s fine work 
and our plans for the coming year. 
The rain didn’t deter us, and we 
ended in the Signal Box as usual 
for welcome refreshment. We see 
the signal box as an integral part 
of the new Pavilion experience, 

and it will remain a very important place for small 
groups to get closer to the natural environment.         
                                   
Pat Rigg
 

Editorial



I am lucky enough to have access to a small scrap 
of woodland. It is next to the old town dump and a 
former sewage farm, so it’s not exactly an enchanted 
glade. However, when one has learned to filter out the 
sound of the bypass, it is not a bad place to sit and 
listen for owls and foxes. I was out there at midnight 
the other night, and heard something moving through 
the bushes behind me. Funny, isn’t it? On your own, in 
the woods at night, your first thought is always: there 
is a monster in the wood. Then I thought, come on, it is 
the year of our Lord 2009, I’m in East Sussex, within 
bowshot of County Hall (and don`t think I haven’t 
been tempted). So I knew there was no monster there, 
and I looked round for a big stick, just in case.

And then the scratching and snuffling came closer, 
and a young hedgehog wandered into a splash of 

moonlight by my 
wellington boot, 
settled down, and 
began grooming 
himself. It had 
not occurred to 
me before, but if 
one is built like a 
pincushion, and 

a martyr to fleas, the process of grooming can be a 
noisy business.

I would normally side with Jeeves on the question of 
German philosophy. (“You would not like Nietzsche, 
Sir. He is fundamentally unsound”). Yet it was 
Nietzsche who said, “Fight not too long against 
dragons, lest thou become a dragon thyself. Gaze not 
too long into the abyss, lest the abyss come to gaze 
into thee.”  We have become the monster in the wood, 
have we not? No more wild boar at Wildboarclough; no 
more wolves in Uldale. No more beavers in Beverley, 
even, and what threat were they? We just wanted 
big hats. And another clever German - Kurt Godel 
- has pointed out that one cannot validate a system 
by that system’s own tenets, any more than one can 
pull oneself up by one’s own bootstraps. So how can 
homo sapiens understand an ecology of which they 
are, themselves, a significant part? Perhaps a little 
humility is needed. I am that exalted thing, a human 
being, endowed by my creator (and the UN) with 
certain inalienable rights..... whereas the hedgehog, 
poor verminous little scruffbag, has no rights at all. 

It seems unfair.... At this point the hedgepig, perhaps 
bored with my theorizing, got up and slowly walked 
away.

I am looking forward to peak oil, and expensive petrol. 
I like my hedgehogs round, not flat.                  
Jon Gunson

The Meadow Minders  meet on the first Sunday 
of every month, at 1.30pm, by the railway gate. A 
chance to do active conservation work led by Jon 
Gunson of the RLWT  and Dan Ross, Community 
Ranger.

Over the past few months we have had a mixture of 
new members and old hands; we have restored paths, 
chopped back brambles, replaced steps, and created 
sight-lines into and across the Heart of Reeds. Last 
Sunday we cleared teasels, sycamore saplings and 
willow herb from around the new trees in the coppice 
by the restored Leighside pond. Extraordinarily few 
of these have failed to flourish, and, as in the older 
coppice along the storm drain, we will soon have to 
think about thinning them out. The wild flowers we 
planted around the pond itself have also done well, 
particularly the loosestrife and yellow flag iris.
We have also been 
hacking back the 
buddleia beside various 
paths. Conservationists 
are not all of one mind 
on this one. Some think 
it a valuable source of 
nectar for butterflies; 
others think that when 
the Pale Rider comes, he will be accompanied by 
four horsemen, whose names shall be Plague, War, 
Famine, and Buddleia.  Let us know what you think. 
Jon Gunson

Monsters in the Wood?

Minders Work Programme



Our second application for a £24,368 grant towards 
the cost of the roof photovoltaics and the ground 
source heat pump was finally posted on 4th August 
and we should have a result at the end of September.  
I calculate that 5 of us spent around 85 hours putting 
the application together.  A special mention must go 
to Vicky Junor for her editing and to Nick Honeyball 
from Aquaterra UK Ltd for his research on costings 
and to Neil Merchant for finalising all the entry 
documents which included 33 references.  We can 
only wait on the result.

The next few months will be dramatic for the site and 
so can I ask for everyone associated with the project 
to remain calm about how it all looks and to assure 

non members that in 
the end, we will have a 
wonderful resource.  You 
have to crack an egg to 
make an omelette and 
the first few weeks will 
be pretty messy.  One of 
the first things that will 
happen is that the bund 
next to the footpath will 
disappear and will be 
used to raise part of the 
site.  Then a high fence 
will be put around the 

building area with viewing windows.  Emergency 
access to the Railway Land will be along the existing 
footpath minus the bund.

This will feel like vandalism but it is important to 
remember that we moved the straight line path and put 
the bund in as part of the deal when Heart of Reeds 
was built.  The current curved path was to make room 
for an eventual building and the bund was created to 
separate vehicles from pedestrians and it has worked 
a treat. The photo shows the original straight line path 
being put in during 1995. 

Once the Pavilion is built, the only emergency vehicle 
access will be between the two trees at the entrance 
towards the river and then right along the river, 
around the building and through the bull’s eye gate 
– and there will be no need for a bund between the all 
weather path and the Linklater Pavilion.

Turf Cutting Ceremony

You are invited to the turf cutting ceremony of the 
Linklater Pavilion at 11.00am on Tuesday 8th 
September.  The ceremony will be performed by 
Peter and Jennifer Mettyear, our major local sponsors, 
and should last about half an hour.  This should be a 
very happy occasion and we hope you can join us. 
Building starts on 14th September, the company is 
called ISG Jackson and the project is managed by 
Lambert Smith Hampton.

Diversity and Strength in Numbers

We will be launching the Linklater Pavilion in words, 
pictures and music and inviting people to contribute 
to the Project at Lewes Town Hall, 7.15pm  on 
Wednesday 11th November.  

The objectives of the evening are to recognise 
everyone who’s helped and contributed, and give them 
an opportunity to express their thoughts and feelings 
about the project; to explain to the town exactly what 
we’re building and why; and to recruit support for the 
project going forwards. We have invited many local  
businesses and organisations with links to the Trust, to  
have stalls as part of the event. We will be joined by 
the Brighton Philharmonic Youth Orchestra by kind 
permission of Ian McCrea and this will be a really 
important event at which the adults with learning 
disabilities are going to be publicly recognised 
and  thanked for their fantastic contribution to this 
project.

2 Dates for Your Diary

Chairman’s Corner
We plan to keep everyone posted on progress through 
posters on site in the same way that we did for Heart 
of Reeds.

Finally, many congratulations to Dan for forging 
ahead on the Green Flag award application which was 
so successful.  We seem to be finding our feet now.  
We are going to make a great success of this site and 
its Pavilion and I hope you feel proud to have been 
part of it.  Your support has been breathtaking.  
                                             John Parry 



presented each school with a Certificate  celebrating 
their participation in the project.

Meeching Valley School perform their song about the 
decline of shipping in Newhaven

2020 Vision consisted of the displays from the 
participating schools,  a display of artefacts from 
the museum service, an introduction to the Phoenix 
Foundry – which had been the original occupier 
of the building and the new model of the Linklater 
Pavilion attracted  much interest.  The Pavilion Rocks 
Appeal was also launched and raised £500 during the 
exhibition.

John Parry takes questions from Rodmell School pupils 
during their workshop visit

Three days of Workshops for participating schools 
were run by STEM Sussex. These were based on 
building bridges from newspaper – competing to 
build the strongest bridge, weighing the least. 

The workshops were run by Gill Emmerson and  Adam 
Manktelow, aided by Dave Sykes from the RLWT.  

The 2020 Vision exhibition was conceived and run 
by the RLWT in partnership with Christine Hall and 
Wenda   Bradley of Artemis Arts.  The project was 
funded by the Ernest Cook Trust (£2,000) and Lewes 
Town Council  (£400).

About 280 pupils from Meeching Valley,  Rodmell,  
Polegate,  Lewes New School,  Ringmer Community 
College and Priory School were involved. In January 
2009, John Parry visited each School to introduce the 
project to the children.  Each school was provided with 
a project pack containing  several  artefacts, (mainly 
domestic, dating from prewar and just postwar)  several 
catalogues and a teacher’s file. Special thanks must 
go to Clive Hale head of Polegate School who lent a 
number of objects from his own personal collection. 

Lewes New School’s 
‘books’ exhibit.

A Schools’ Exhibitions Week was held in the first week 
of June and a Selection Panel comprising 2 pupils 
from each school visited all the Schools’ Exhibitions. 

At the Exhibition  Launch  held on Tuesday 16th 
June all the participating Schools  took part in a  
presentation of their 2020 ideas.  

Over 300 parents, children and guests attended 
including the new Mayor -  Cllr  Amanda Dean who 

2020 Vision



Gill tests the Lewes New School bridge designs by adding 
weights till they collapse.

On Saturday  the ‘Family Challenge Drop In Day’ was 
a very successful event with over 100 visitors to the 
Exhibition.  The  Challenge was to build a model three-
wheeled, self-propelled vehicle.   ‘Family Challenge’ 
launched the Lewes Creative Science Centre run by 
Gill Emmerson. 

The exhibits from the exhibition have been 
photographed and displays  stored as they will form 
the basis of the first exhibition to be held in the newly 
opened Linklater Pavilion next summer.

Christine Ient, Event Organiser and trustee

The Link 

An update from the Nature Corridors Group of adults 
with learning disabilities

          

While we wait to hear if the Passerelle Project is going 
to get Interreg funding (due in October) we wanted to 
let you know what we have been doing.

On 18th June, we went to Cuckmere Haven beach 
to do a plant survey with Tim Smith, coastal survey 
officer with ESCC.  We got to the beach by landrover.  
We enjoyed the bumpy ride and being out in the 
countryside.

The first plant Tim 
showed us was sea kale 
and the yellow horned 
poppy.  It’s called this 
because the stamens 
look like horns.

Passerelle



The other flowers we remember are:

                                
 Scarlet pimpernel  

         

  Bittersweet 
   

   

  

 Stonecrop

Our Birling Gap fixed point photos are proving to be 
very interesting and are being used in schools.  You 
can see them at: http://www.railwaylandproject.org/
Birling%20Gap%20home

David, Alec and Brian walked round the headland and 
took this photo of the cliffs which shows Birling Gap 
in the distance.

Back at Cuckmere Haven, we helped Tim do a plant 
survey which we enjoyed.  

He gave us a form and a tape measure and we had to 
walk 30 metres noting the plants in a 2.5 metre strip.  

This is David with the tape measure

All our work on the Railway Land is continuing and 
we recorded the test drilling for the foundations of 
the Pavilion which will start to be built in September 
2009.  

We also led our third public walk on the Railway Land 
on 9th June.  About 10 people came on the walk.

Miles and Bryan 
describing the railway 
sidings.

At the end we 
entertained our 
guests in the 
signal box.

Rob, Kathy, Jackie, David, Bryan, Brian, Hannah, 
Alec, Miles, James and Andy



I have been working on an application for the Green 
Flag Award for the site for quite some time. Following 
submission of our bid and a site visit from a panel of judges 
in May, I am pleased to inform you of the success of our 
application for 2009. 

I attended a presentation on behalf of Railway Land at an 
awards ceremony in Bournemouth on the 22nd of July. 
LDC in a press release celebrated the partnership with the 
RLWT, and all the work that we all do to make the Railway 
Land successful. 

Dan and the 
c o m m i t t e e 
survey the 
L e i g h s i d e 
Ponds from 
the JMB 
bridge

Hopefully this will be a valuable PR boost at an exciting 
time for the Railway Land with the Pavilion build 
imminent.
 
The Green Flag Award has been running since 1996, and 
is a national benchmarking scheme which aims to improve 
the management of parks and open spaces throughout 
Britain. In 2008, there were 743 winners in Britain and 
in 2009 there were 917, which includes parks, nature 
reserves and open spaces. Sites are judged on their ability 
to meet key criteria of assessment including the quality of 
the site management plan, Health and Safety, cleanliness 
and maintenance, and community involvement.
 
Winning the award is a significant achievement for the 
Railway Land, and a lot of hard work has gone into making 
this achievable. 
 
For more information, please give me a call, or visit the 
Green Flag Award web site on:
www.greenflagaward.org.uk

There have been four conservation groups of volunteers 
working on the Reserve as well as the Nature Corridors 
for All group. 

One of our main tasks has been to get the footpaths into 
good condition. We use limestone dust from Ardingly to 
top dress the repaired paths, and I am pleased with the 

 Green Flag Award
results of our labour. 

The August minders group set about  buddleia control, and 
we plan to do reedbed work with a mechanical cutter and 
boat in late September.  We will be creating more sightlines to 

enable wheelchair 
users and walkers 
to view the reeds 
and the deep 
water from the 
paths in heart of 
Reeds.

One of the more 
exciting tasks 
accomplished by 
volunteers on the 
Reserve.

The meadow 
owned by Lewes 
District Council 

will have the spoil from the ditch clearance ploughed and 
seeded with tough ryegrass mix and the docks and thistles 
on the meadows have been treated. 

I look forward to meeting members of the Trust at the 
November 11th event.

Dan Ross Community Ranger

Tilly attended the last adult management committee 
meeting to outline for the Trustees the JMB plans for 
information boards for the Leighside ponds.

The JMB have been working on designs for two oak 
framed boards. They will feature the JMB logo, pictures 
of the viaduct and Leighside House, a map, and a potted 
history of the JMB and lottery bid. They plan to use  
quotations from the JMB poster, and fixed point photos 
taken by the adults with learning disabilities of the project 
as it progressed. The JMB have £900 remaining from their 
lottery bid to complete the project. 

They are mindful of the need to monitor vandalism, so 
replacements will be printed in case of need. The boards 
will be situated low on the bridge uprights for children to 
see easily.

 JMB plans



Building on Yesterday’s Legacy 
for a Better Tomorrow

The aims of the Linklater Pavilion are to: 

tbe a community think tank - a place for 
thinking the unthought.
tpromote the study of climate 
andenvironmental concerns through active 
involvement.
texpand the Trust’s work with schools and 
young  people.
tprovide a unique learning space that 
combines IT with hands-on outdoor 
experience.
tdevelop a living archive of transition and 
change that builds on the work of the last 20 
years and looks to the next 50 years.
tbecome a hub of environmental education 
and innovation for all generations.
tact as a practical base for the superb 
on-going work of adults with learning 
disabilities.
tallow small groups to reflect on how best 
to practise sustainability - in a building 
accessible by rail.

Many of us may have bright ideas 
but we are likely to have more and 
brighter ideas if we are working 
together.
We are often asked “What do you want a building for?’ 
Over the years we have refined our replies and now 
feel the above list of aims pretty well encapsulates 
what we think the Linklater Pavilion is going to bring 
to Lewes and the Reserve.
Jason Gadd of Elephant Graphics, our printers based 
at Barcombe, has generously donated one of their 
‘rolla-banners’ to the Trust. 
We have chosen to have our aims for the Pavilion 
printed on it. It will be free standing and a very useful 
publicity tool at public events. 

Aims, Funds and Pavilion Rocks
Applications for major sources of funding for 
elements of the building project continue to take up 
a lot of our time, but we have also launched a more 
modest appeal within the community of Lewes called 
Pavilion Rocks. 

Launched at the 2020 vision exhibition, and rolled 
out at the Lewes Pound launch in June and again at 
the Societies Fair, this appeal is aimed particularly at 
young people and their families. 

For £5, a person can sponsor a rock which will form 
the cladding for the lower walls of the Pavilion. They 
receive a certificate which entitles them to place their 
rock or rocks into the gabions (metal cages). The rocks 
will form part of a permanent geological exhibition. 
We expect different plants and lichens to colonise the 
different types of rock and this too will become an 
educational tool. 

One way of reducing the costs of the Pavilion, is that 
the Trustees have had to agree to complete some of the 
work by using volunteer labour. Filling the gabions 
ourselves, is one way of reducing costs. 

By giving an email contact, sponsors who wish to 
be involved, will be contacted by me in late spring, 
when we will be running working parties to complete 
this task. We think it will be great fun for families to 
help volunteers fill the gabions and to see where their 



Derek Martin is a member of the Oyster Project and 
Lewes Wireless Broadband Project sent us this piece 
on their visit to the Railway Land.

On 29th June, the Oyster Project Group enjoyed an 
old fashioned picnic evening on the Railway Land. 
This land has been well managed and represents one 
of the few genuine wild-life centres in the immediate 
area. 

On the evening in question the light breeze was 
a huge relief from the scorcher of a day we had all 
suffered, and the photographers among us captured 
some beautiful stands of rose-bay willow herb against 
a background of the Chalk-pit.  The abundant ( this 
year, at any rate ) Painted Lady butterflies were there 
a-plenty as were the usual Meadow Browns and a not-
so-common Ringlet specimen.
     

Whilst we were eating our meal, we were constantly 
being buzzed by a curious - looking Bee; it appeared to 
have a large green underside which we later discovered 
was, in fact, a portion of leaf it was carrying.  

Its attentions to our group did not cease until we rose 
to leave; at this point the whole picture became clear, 
we had been sitting on the very log in which it had its 
‘nest’ chamber and without more ado it proceeded to 
drag its piece of leaf into a crack in the log’s side.  

My picture is, I’m afraid, 
no masterpiece, but it did 
not pose for the shot and 
I only had a second to get 
it at all. Not surprising I 
suppose as it must have 

been carrying that same piece of leaf around for the 
entirety of our picnic time before we deigned to move 
out and let it get on with its business.  

A later check in our books at home suggests that this 
was, as we thought, a Leaf-cutter Bee, probably of the 
Megachile species. 

Lewes Wireless Broadband is the brainchild of John 
Russell to bring community wireless broadband to the 
county town of Lewes. 

We hope that John and the LWB project will have 
a base in the Linklater Pavilion in 2010 as well as 
providing IT support for the building.

Sharing a Picnic

sponsored rocks are placed.

If people pay with a Lewes £10 note they can sponsor 
three rocks, and £20 of any sort of legal tender secures 
sponsorship of all six rock types.  We have raised 
£1070 through ‘selling’ sponsorship at  the three 
venues, and we will be attending many more town 
events.  Please cut and use the slip that forms part of 
the back pages of this newsletter to give to friends  
and neighbours, or to sponsor rocks yourself. 

In our last newsletter we reported a shortfall of £51k, 
this is now reduced to £41K. We are successfully 
continuing to appeal, to major sponsors and grant 
givers to reduce the shortfall by sizeable chunks, but 
it is hard work.  

It would be great if the Pavilion Rocks appeal could, 
through local action, help us leap this last financial 
hurdle.  
               Pat Rigg 



This piece has been written by two trustees operating 
in a voluntary and independent capacity in relation 
to the Railway Land Wildlife Trust whose current 
financial focus must remain on the Linklater Pavilion 
shortfall.  

The Trust’s official view is that we hope good sense 
prevails and that all parties that have an interest 
in this land will work together for the common 
good.  The Railway Land Wildlife Trust, along with 
other bodies in the town, will monitor any planning 
applications that might transpire in the future and 
respond accordingly.

The pair of fields between the corner of Ham Lane 
and the passage under the railway line, was sold 
by auction on July 29th to an unknown buyer, for 
£50,000. A group of us, acting as individuals had tried 
to club together to buy the land, but sadly we only 
had two weeks notice of the sale, and failed to raise 
enough cash. Cliffe Bonfire Society, whose fire site is 
on the field, was also unsuccessful.

We hope that the fields will continue to be left much 
as they are now, as a haven for wildlife, bounded on 
one side by the Cockshut stream and on another by a 
line of willows and poplars, the haunt of Tawny Owls 
and woodpeckers. The ditches, which need restoring, 
are the winter home of Snipe, and still support a 
wide range of aquatic flora and fauna. The fields 
support flocks of gold finches, and whitethroat and 
reed warblers in the summer.  The site represents a 
vital link in the green corridor between the Railway 
Land LNR, through to Ham Lane and out onto Lewes 
Brooks.

The permissive footpath across the land, leading to 

Sale of Land between the Railway Land 
Nature Reserve and Ham Lane.

Despite the recent dredging of the ditches, 2009 has 
been a bumper year for Frogbit, Hydrocharis morsus-
ranae. Its beautiful white flowers have three crinkly 
petals nestled between rosettes of rounded kidney 
shaped leaves, floating on the water. The whole plant 
floats and, although it has long runners, these are not 
rooted in the bed of the ditches. 

Frogbit growing in a ditch on Chilly Brook

Frogbit plants overwinter in the form of detached buds 
which drop into the mud. These require temperatures 
of over 15 degrees C for at least two weeks to start 
to grow again, so the warm early summer this 
year probably accounts for the prolific growth and 

Aquatic  Plants in Chilly Brook

the Nature Reserve, under the railway, may also be 
at risk. It is part of a circular walk that runs along 
Mountfield Road, Ham Lane, the Railway Land and 
back to town, and also links with the track to the 
Stanley Turner ground, and the west side of the Ouse 
Valley. If the footpath were to disappear it would be 
missed by many people.

If anyone knows who has bought the land, or has 
recollections of walking the path in the past, and 
especially more than 25 years ago, we should be 
extremely grateful to hear from them. 

Thank you very much to all those who offered help to 
buy the land.

Liz Williams  01273 472239  EWill472233@aol.
com
Jon Gunson    01273 473262  jon@jongunson.fsnet.
co.uk



Pavilion Rocks

Railway Land Wildlife Trust
2009/10

Linklater Pavilion Appeal

Make your mark!

Sponsor a rock for £5
or six rocks for £20

In Spring 2010 the Pavilion lower
walls will be clad with six types of
fascinating rocks found in Britain. You
can play your part in creating this
unique exhibit and know you have
made your mark on the Linklater
Pavilion!

To sponsor a rock and to receive a
certificate that will entitle you to
place it in the wall, send this slip and
£5 (for each rock) or £20 for all six
and £1 to cover postage costs to:

��� ����� �� ���� ��������
�� �������� ��� ������ ������

I enclose a cheque for £____ made
payable to: Railway Land Wildlife
Trust.

Circle which rock(s) you want to sponsor
and we will send you a certificate with
more information about each rock. If
you would like to place your rock(s)
in the wall in Spring 2010 we will
also need an email address.

Name(s) to appear on certificate
Please PRINT

address

email

Marble

Granite

Limestone

Slate

Basalt

Gneiss

For up to date information about the
Railway Land Wildlife Trust’s work on
the Lewes Railway Land Local Nature
Reserve; reports of projects run by
the Trust such as Nature Corridors for
All, Pupils as Scientists; JMB led
Leighside Pond project and Minders
conservation working parties please
visit our website
www.railwaylandproject.org

fl owering of this predominantly southern plant. 
Frogbit rarely produces fertile seed in Britain but is 
known to have been a prolifi c seeder in the climatic 
optimum Neolithic period about 5000 years ago, 
when temperatures were about 2 degrees C higher 
than now. It will be interesting to see whether modern 
climatic change will once again arouse the plant to 
produce viable seed!

Another three- petalled aquatic fl ower, fl owering 
this time of year, is Water Plantain, Alisma plantago-
aquatica, a tall plant to be found rooted in the mud at the 
edge of the ditches and also around the dipping pond. 
Its airy spikes of pale pink three- petalled fl owers are 
arranged in several branched whorls which rise above 
clusters of pointed green leaves. It is known that the 
seeds of this plant can survive for long periods which 
may explain why it is reappearing along the dredged 
ditches, in greater numbers than previously.

Other water plants fl owering in the ditches at the 
moment include Amphibious Bistort Polygonum 
amphibia, with very dense spikes of pale pink fl owers 
that project from fl oating mats of pointed green 
leaves, and Pink Water Speedwell, Veronica catenata, 
an upright emergent plant growing along the ditch 
edges, which has slender spikes of pale pink fl owers, 
which increase in length as the season progresses.

The whole fl ora of the ditches seems to indicate 
slightly saline conditions, and it is likely that there are 
periodic incursions of brackish water from the river 
during the winter high tides.                    Liz 
Williams
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Linklater Pavilion Appeal

Make your mark!

Sponsor a rock for £5
or six rocks for £20

In Spring 2010 the Pavilion lower
walls will be clad with six types of
fascinating rocks found in Britain. You
can play your part in creating this
unique exhibit and know you have
made your mark on the Linklater
Pavilion!

To sponsor a rock and to receive a
certificate that will entitle you to
place it in the wall, send this slip and
£5 (for each rock) or £20 for all six
and £1 to cover postage costs to:

��� ����� �� ���� ��������
�� �������� ��� ������ ������

I enclose a cheque for £____ made
payable to: Railway Land Wildlife
Trust.

Circle which rock(s) you want to sponsor
and we will send you a certificate with
more information about each rock. If
you would like to place your rock(s)
in the wall in Spring 2010 we will
also need an email address.

Name(s) to appear on certificate
Please PRINT

address

email

Marble

Granite

Limestone

Slate

Basalt

Gneiss

For up to date information about the
Railway Land Wildlife Trust’s work on
the Lewes Railway Land Local Nature
Reserve; reports of projects run by
the Trust such as Nature Corridors for
All, Pupils as Scientists; JMB led
Leighside Pond project and Minders
conservation working parties please
visit our website
www.railwaylandproject.org
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