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Editorial      
 

 

On Saturday 17
th

 May the Junior 

Management Board have organised an 

‘Event’ to mark the end of their two year 

Leighside Pond project.  

 

At 11am sharp, the JMB will proudly 

present the premier screening of their new 

film on a large outdoor screen at the 

entrance area, Railway Lane. They expect 

the formalities to be over by 11.30. I 

fervently hope the weather is kind, and that 

in a year’s time we might be in a position to 

hold such an event in our newly built 

Linklater Pavilion!  

 

Former members of the JMB joined with 

the current team in this specially 

commissioned film about their work over 

the last 12 years. It is the fourth element of 

a project which included the design of a 

water conservation campaign poster, the 

design & building of a bespoke bridge & 

viewing platform over the newly restored 

Leighside Pond - the result of their 

application to the Heritage Lottery Fund for 

£23,000.  

 

On page 8 there is a pictorial record of the 

work commissioned by the JMB. On page 7 

Declan O’Keeffe describes what being a 

member of this very special group has been 

like. He is now at retirement age (15) and so 

he is planning to join the adult group, “the 

Minders” led by Jon Gunson. 

 

Do join us on the 17
th

, you would be very 

welcome, but I hope you will walk through 

the woodland and view the transformation 

of this former pond into another interesting 

habitat that can be enjoyed by walkers and 

local residents.  

Pat Rigg         ( rigg@patspur.demon.co.uk) 

 

 

Minders Work Programme 

  

 

We still meet by the Railway Lane gate at 

1.30 on the first Sunday of every month: all 

welcome. (Bring wellies-tools provided). To 

give you an idea of the kind of work we do, 

this is a sample report for February’s 

session. 

The weather was fine and bright for our 

February workday, and eleven volunteers 

turned up. We cleared the west-facing bank 

of the path to the signal box, piling up the 

cut brambles and sycamore saplings to make 

homes for voles and lizards. This site is 

particularly good for wild flowers - viper`s 

bugloss, mignonette, vervain, evening 

primrose, hemp agrimony - and we intend to 

keep it that way…. Join us on: June 1
st
,  

July 6
th

   August 3
rd

                  Jon Gunson 
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Dates for your Diary 
 

 
June 11

th
 -15

th
 Sponsored Walk by British 

and French participants from Balcombe 

Viaduct to Mesnieres via Lewes Railway 

Land.  

Friday June 13
th

 Schools River Festival 

on the Railway Land 
9.30–12.00 workshops for primary school 

children 

12.00–2.00 arrival of walkers, entertainment 

and mass picnic. Do join us! 
2.30 walkers continue to Newhaven 

Saturday June 14
th

  7am ferry to Dieppe 

with walkers continuing to a reception at 

Parc Guy Weber at St Aubin le Cauf and on 

to Mesnieres 

 

 

Membership Matters 

 

 

 

Reminder 
This red dot indicates that according to 

my records you have not renewed already 
for 2008. 

A Membership ‘renewal’ form is enclosed 

with this newsletter for you to use. If I have 

made a mistake please email me on 

rigg@patspur.demon.co.uk or ring me on 

01273-474505. If you are happy to receive 

emailed newsletters in future, please  

indicate this on the form. You would of 

course see all the photos in colour!  

 

This is my first attempt at emailing 

newsletters to those who requested this 

format. If you decide you prefer to receive a 

hard copy, perhaps to show to friends or 

neighbours, please let me know and we can 

resume hand deliveries in Lewes. 

We now have more members in Ringmer, 

so if there is a Ringmer resident who would 

like to hand deliver – please contact me as 

above. 

 

Minder’s Blog! 
 

 
This piece is taken from our website, where 

under the heading ‘Participation’ Jon Gunson 

writes a short update on the work of the 

Minders. I know many of you don’t have easy 

internet access, and therefore miss gems like 

this.  

 

April’s workday was another washout, or 

perhaps I should say whiteout. I knew things 

were going to be a little difficult when I 

noticed all the snowmen.....as Dan said, we 

couldn’t even fall back on litter picking, 

because we couldn’t actually see the litter. 

So we took some photographs and went 

home through Wonderland. 

 

March was a good one, though. Lots of 

volunteers, and we planted a new coppice on 

the spoil dragged up when the Leighside 

pond was restored. Mostly hazel and 

hawthorn, with a little ash, a cherry and a 

couple of young yew trees. (Thanks, Neil). 

This is pretty good habitat for woodland 

birds, including nightingales...which we do 

get on the reserve, though this northern edge 

is a bit too close to human habitat, and tabby 

cat. We also put in a new hazel hedge along 

the path, hoping that a less visible pond 

might attract fewer beer tins and shopping 

trollies. 

 

More and more we have come to think of the 

reserve not as a few isolated acres, but as an 

important part of a vast mosaic of LNR's, 

SNCI's and SSSI's, set within an AONB. 

(Which, if you are not used to the jargon, is 

Local Nature Reserves, Sites of Nature 

Conservation Importance, Sites of Special 

Scientific Interest, in an Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty).  

 

This is called thinking strategically, and 

what it means is this: if I dig a pond in my 

garden, it fills rapidly with newts, snails and 

beetles. If I put up nest boxes, there is no 

shortage of tenants. And during the recent 
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cold spell I saw a young fox on the back 

lawn who obviously hadn't seen snow 

before. He rushed half-heartedly at a cock 

pheasant (who flew off, squawking 

indignantly) and then had a mad fit, as a 

puppy will, and ran around in excited circles 

while we held our breath with the sheer 

delight of the thing. The countryside is not 

ideal for wildlife at the moment, but we can 

make it better, and when we do the animals 

that have been kept alive on the reserves can 

go back.One of the nest boxes was donated 

by a six-year-old, who has told her mother 

that is now inhabited by blue twits. After 

much thought I have decided to let that one 

lie. 

         Jon Gunson 

 

 

Chairman’s Corner 
 

 

The sponsored walk is just one part of our 

efforts to raise the final money for the 

Linklater Pavilion and we hope it will 

generate a good deal of publicity.  A lot of 

people have been involved in planning the 

walk as well as the school river festival but 

I must pay tribute to the work of Paul Green 

and Jean Cash who have worked tirelessly 

on the logistics concerning the walk as well 

as finding accommodation for 90 French 

friends for two nights.  It has been a superb 

effort. 

   

Jean has made a very special request to 
drum up even more walkers for the 

Lewes to Newhaven section from 1400 ˆ 
1700 on Friday 13th June and so we are 

including a registration form for this 
final Sussex section of the walk in the 

hope that you might be able to persuade 
someone to take part. 

 

We pray for good weather but will go ahead 

regardless so that we can make the very 

powerful point of just how important the 

Pavilion will be, come shine or rain! 

             John Parry 

 

NC4All Sponsored Walk 

10-15
th

 June 
 

 

The highly successful” Nature Corridors for 

All” team of adults with learning disabilities 

(called participants) will be undertaking a 

major sponsored walk from Balcombe 

Viaduct to Mesnieres chateau to raise funds 

for the Railway Land Project.  

 
Our team with Harry Hastings their mascot 

 

The sponsored walk will: 

• Contribute towards the furbishment of 

the Pavilion  

• Generate publicity  

• Enable us to continue our successful 

environmental / educational work with 

participants and local schools  

 

Here’s how you can help: 

THE NATURE CORRIDOR WALK  
 
  

 

SPONSOR THE CORE WALKING 

GROUP. The mascot ‘Harry Hastings’ will 

be carried by a core group for the entire 45 

mile length of the journey.  The adults with 

learning disabilities will carry the mascot for 

pre-determined parts of the walk.  Sponsor 

the mascot and you will be also be 

sponsoring them. A form is enclosed with 

this newsletter or go to : 

www.justgiving.com/participants 

 

JOIN A MASS ANGLO-FRENCH WALK 

ON FRIDAY 13th JUNE by walking the 

final section on the English side and raising 

sponsorship money through a wide circle of 
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contacts and friends. See back page. 

Registration is £5.  The distance is 7 miles.  

Starting time from Lewes is 2.00p.m. 

ending in Newhaven Fort at 6.00p.m. for a 

Reception and cream tea. We will be joined 

by a contingent of 90 French people.  

Transport back to Lewes will be by train. 

Alternatively, this distance can be halved by 

walking to or from Southease rail station.   

 

ENCOURAGE EXECUTIVES AND 

COMMUNITY LEADERS TO TAKE 

PART IN THE WEDNESDAY 11
th

 JUNE 

CORPORATE GUEST DAY. We will walk 

the very pretty Lindfield to Newick section 

It will take two and a half hours and will be 

run between 16.00 – 19.00 to suit the 

corporate guests that we wish to attract. We 

hope to tempt some key people out of 

County Hall, Lewes District Council 

businesses and golf clubs to walk and 

network.  If you have contacts we can use 
they would be gratefully received. 

 

 
Sport Relief on the Heart of Reeds The 

participants used the Sports Relief Day in 

March to practice their walking skills on the 

Railway Land.  
 

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE CORE 

GROUP. This is total commitment but there 

are limited places for anyone able to 

undertake the 45 mile walk from Balcombe 

on Tuesday 10
th

 June returning to 

Newhaven from France at 1530 on Sunday 

15
th

 June.  Ferry and accommodation in the 

chateau at Mesnieres has been booked.  

Registration is £45 to cover travel and 

accommodation.  This is guaranteed to be a 

terrific experience. 

 
ORGANISE YOUR OWN LIVING 

WATER WALK… This is for all our 

supporters either local / across the country or 

even worldwide who love to walk, value 

their countryside and appreciate how water 

contributes to this.  Choose your favourite 

water walk, by the sea, lake, river or stream. 

Get sponsored to walk it on your own or 

with your family / friends. Or if you are on 

holiday in June do your walk there - in 

Scotland, Paris, Canada or wherever. We 

want to record as many dots on the map of 

the world as possible!  

 

More information on this particular 

sponsored walk idea from: 

 jean.cash@virgin.net  

 

AND FINALLY! 
A request for people to volunteer to make 
or donate a cake on 13th June for the 

Sussex cream tea at the Fort. 
 

 We also need someone to coordinate the 

collection of cakes in Lewes for us to pick 

up about 2:00pm to take to Newhaven.  

If you are making a cake or are prepared to 

help with coordination and collection using 

your own car, can you please phone Jean 

Cash 01323 890373 or e-mail: 

 jean.cash@virgin.net.  

 

 

Sea trout in the Lewes 

Winterbourne 
 

 

The Sussex Ouse is renowned for its sea 

trout population, which for some reason as 

yet not understood grow to a much larger 

average size than those in similar rivers in 

the UK.  

 

Sea trout spawn (in gravel “nests” called 

redds) in the tributaries of the main river. 

The young grow, swim to the sea and then 

return in subsequent years to spawn. The 
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Winterbourne is one of these tributaries, and 

the Sussex Ouse Conservation Society’s 

scientific advisor, Dr Clive Fetter, is 

interested in learning more about the current 

presence of sea trout. 

 

In some years large numbers of small trout 

migrate into Lewes Winterbourne during 

the winter. Many of these are subsequently 

left stranded in shallow pools as a result of 

the dry back that occurs in late winter/early 

spring. Quite large numbers are sometimes 

involved. In some years more than 2,000 

small trout have been rescued by the EA 

and moved to upstream tributaries. 

 
Scale reading studies (rather like tree rings, 

scales can be read to show the age and 

movements of individual fish) suggest that 

many sea trout spent their second parr year 

(before migrating to sea) in a much richer 

food environment that would have been 

afforded by the main river or tributaries 

upstream of Lewes. These fish have very 

rapid growth during their second parr year, 

in some cases almost indistinguishable from 

subsequent marine growth. 

 

The Environment Agency believe that the 

small trout that turn up in Lewes 

Winterbourne have been washed 

downstream to the estuary during high-flow 

conditions, but Dr Fetter thinks this unlikely 

because it does not seem to happen with 

other species less able to resist the fast 

currents generated during spates. His 

tentative conclusion is that a proportion of 

1-year parr (small trout aged just over 1 

year) migrate downstream to the main river, 

then down to the brackish water below 

Lewes. These remain in the estuary until the 

following winter when they ascend waters 

such as Lewes Winterbourne. Lewes 

Winterbourne is ideal for these fish because 

the warmer spring water provides plenty of 

food when food is scarce in the main river, 

and because the stream is dry for most of 

the year there are far fewer predators. These 

small fish change into smolts in Lewes 

Winterbourne before migrating to sea before 

the onset of dry back. 

 

This is not a new idea – it was first put 

forward in 1930 by G.H. Nall: 

In many river systems also it is hard to 

separate the river life from the sea life [on 

the scales of sea trout] by a definite line, 

because the two really merge into one 

another. 

For some time this last point proved baffling 

in the attempted interpretation of scales [of 

sea trout] from certain rivers with large 

estuaries on the east coast of Scotland, until 

it was ascertained by patient riverside work, 

by systematic netting and marking and 

examination of the scales of captured fish at 

different stages of life, that many of the parr 

in their second or third year had actually 

descended to brackish water and added 

scale growth almost indistinguishable in 

type from whitling growth, although they 

had not reached the true smolt or migratory 

stage. 

 
Nall, G.H. (1930)  

The Life of the Sea Trout  Seeley, Service & Co. 

Ltd, London,  pp. 32/33. 

 

The Railway Land Wildlife Trust will assist 

SOCS in this interesting project by 

collecting any dead fish found so that SOCS 

can remove scales for Dr Fetter. These can 

then be used to determine the growth rates 

during the second parr year, before they 

move to the sea, to test his theory. Only dead 

fish are involved because SOCS has a policy 

of not removing scales from live fish as this 

would reduce their chances of future 

survival. 

Dr Fetter would also like to hear of any live 

sea trout sightings, so if you see any in the 

Winterbourne, of any size, email SOCS with 

details (date, location, approximate length, 

number) at info@sussex-ouse.org.uk.  

 
Guest article by Dr Clive Fetter 

email stelthian@yahoo.co.uk 
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Marathon Effort 
 

 

Adam Barker ran the Hastings half 

marathon on the 16
th

 March and raised £400 

for the Linklater Pavilion. He finished the 

run in 1hr 41mins. What a fantastic 

achievement! 

 

 
 

I asked Adam why he had chosen us to be 

the recipients of his charity fund raising. His 

daughter Izzy explained why. 

 

“My name is Izzy Barker I am 10 years old 

and go to Wallands School. I first started 

getting interested in the Railway Lands 

when I was in year 3. A group of 

participants visited our school and did a 

project on the flight of a reed warbler. We 

carried on learning about it for another 2 

years and went on a few school trips there.  

 

My class made a fantastic game on the 

flight of the reed warbler and took it to the 

Railway Land Open Day. I went along with 

my dad. We managed the game for a couple 

of hours in the pouring rain. We have been 

interested ever since and have tried to raise 

money to help build the Linklater Pavilion.” 

         

                                                     Izzy Barker 

 

This response reminded me of a song that 

was devised by Worthing students drama 

club which they performed at the 1990 

Schools Symposium. This was our first 

major ‘event’ which both publicised the 

efforts to turn the Railway Land into a 

Nature Reserve and illustrated the Trust’s 

long term commitment to education and 

active participation by the young. It has 

great relevance to our current fundraising 

efforts. 

 

TRAINING GROUND 

Written in 1990 

 

We need a training ground for tomorrow. 

If a tomorrow we want to see. 

A training ground where we can borrow. 

just a little time for you and me. 

 

A sense of the past makes sense of the future. 

Don't carpet it over, don’t concrete the 

seams. 

We'll sing for the wild land. We'll sing for 

the railway. 

We won't be stopped so don't stamp on our 

dreams. 

 

We need a training ground for tomorrow. 

If a tomorrow we want to see. 

A training ground where we can borrow. 

just a little time for you and me. 

 

A sense of the past makes sense of the future. 

Don't carpet it over, don't concrete the 

seams. 

We'll sing for the wild land. We'll sing for 

the railway. 

We won't be stopped so don't stamp on our 

dreams. 

 

We need a training ground for tomorrow. 

If a tomorrow we want to see. 

A training ground where we can borrow. 

just a little time, just a little time, just a little 

time, for you and me. 
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Food for Thought 
 

 

‘I’ll see what we’ve got’, Colin Turner’s 

daughter said as she extracted jumbo pies 

from the freezer.’ There’s lamb and mint, 

steak and kidney, steak and ale, chicken and 

mushroom…’ 

 

‘Hello, John’ chirped farmer Colin from 

behind the counter, ‘what did you think of 

my idea for Chilly Brook?’ 

 

‘Um’, I stalled in multi-task meltdown. 

 

‘I spoke to whazziz name, Ross,’ continued 

Colin, clearly struggling from the same 

condition as he untwined a piece of sausage 

skin for a challenging customer. 

 

Ross and Cromarty flickered across my 

synapses as a lamb and apricot pie joined 

the growing pile of de-frosting goodies on 

the counter.  ‘Dan?’ I suggested. 

 

‘Yes, Dan, of course’, laughed Colin as we 

both clung to the jetsam of a single task. 

 

‘Harrowing,’ interjected Colin. 

 

I stalled again.  A supermarket queue is one 

thing but buying direct from our tenant 

farmer was anything but harrowing.  A 

chicken pie joined the pile. 

 

‘Several harrowings’, Colin ploughed on, 

‘to cope with the spoil from the ditches 

before the weeds get a grip.’ 

 

This was clearly needed as the pie mountain 

demanded attention.  I bought three while 

my multi-task side (I do have one) engaged 

gear enough for me to describe the 

harrowing and grass mix approach the 

RLWT committee had discussed a week 

earlier. 

 

‘Rabbit?’ asked Colin with furrowed brow. 

I think we’ve talked enough I thought but 

perhaps Colin knew something about rabbits 

and grass mix that I did not. 

 

‘My sister’s started making rabbit pies.’ 

explained Colin 

 

Pie-eyed.  I add one to my purchases.  Ah 

the joys of local food, locally sourced and a 

little banter – or was that bantam? 

 

Thanks Colin, another time.      John Parry 

 

Colin Turner’s cattle graze Chilly Brook and 

his pies (arguably the best in Sussex) can be 

purchased from: 

Highfield Farm, The Broyle.  Open 9-1 pm 

Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays  

Phone 01273 813230 Mobile 07767 488766      

e-mail turners.meat@virgin.net 

 

 

JMB is really cool ! 
 

 

Hello, my name is Declan and I have been 

on the Junior Management Board for several 

years now.  JMB is really cool.  We look at 

plants and animals in the Railway Land and 

we talk about things like where to put the 

life belts for the pool where the reeds are.  

We got a grant this year for a pond and it is 

looking really good now.  We meet all year 

round but we go out more in the Summer 

and stay indoors in the winter.   

 

I have been very happy on JMB and I would 

say to anyone who likes the Railway Land 

give it a try and ask if they would like you to 

be on JMB.  They like you to write and say 

why you want to be on, and I don't write - 

but I told my mum and she wrote it down for 

me and the other people said "yes". I wanted 

to say you don't have to be able to write - 

just to like the Railway Land and want to 

help - and you can be on! 

 

Now that I am 15 I am thinking about being 

a "Meadow Minder" instead. They go out 
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once a month and do digging and cutting 

and planting and things on the Railway 

Land.  Now that I am really tall I could do 

this.   

 

I have liked everything about JMB and I 

think it will be odd not to go any more, but 

Meadow Minders will be a new thing to 

learn about. 

 

Thank you John Parry and Dan Ross for 

helping JMB, and thank you everyone 

because I had a really good time. 

 

With best wishes  

Declan O’Keeffe 

 

Declan has a condition called Cerebral 

Palsy but it hasn’t stopped him being an 

active member of the JMB. If you are aged 

between  8 and 15 and are keen to be 

involved, do what Declan did and get in 

touch with Dan Ross, Community Ranger, 

c/o Southover House, Southover Road, BN7 

1DY 

 

 

Construction of the JMB Bridge 

 
 

The bridge and viewing platform over the 

physically restored Leighside Pond has 

made a huge difference to this area of the 

woodland.  

 

Two sleepers had previously been used as a 

somewhat precarious crossing of the 

narrowest part of the silted up pond. The 

new construction was designed by the JMB 

with help from the East Sussex Rights of 

Way team. When I visited them on site they 

were clearly enjoying being out of the office 

and following the design work right through 

to construction.  

 

Access in wet weather to this spot is easy 

from the Court Road entrance and we 

received a donation of £50 from Mrs Trivett 

on behalf of the Leighside House Residents, 

who are delighted with their new ‘prospect’ 

as a result of the Leighside Pond Project 

 

 
 

The pathway was closed for about two 

weeks. 

 

 
 

Initial groundwork and construction of 

concrete support took a few days to 

complete. 

 

 
 

Timber construction was rapid. 
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The completed structure looked a little 

‘raw’ to start with but the banks of the 

ponds have been planted up by the Minders, 

and the whole area is already settling down. 

 

Pictures - courtesy of Dan Ross 

 

 

 

What the public think! 
 

 

Ruth Hayhurst was the editor of the English 

Nature magazine ‘Urbio’. The magazine did 

not survive the creation of Natural England,  

but Ruth continues to work on urban nature 

conservation projects, and is doing a part-

time MSc in Heritage Interpretation. She 

offered to do a free interpretation plan for 

the site and the proposed new building as 

part of her studies. 

 

Ruth did 48 hours of visitor surveying on 

site covering the period 7am - 7pm and 

interviewed 299 different people. The 

response rate was extremely high – refusals 

were about 1%. 

  

She completed a survey off-site in Lewes 

town centre on Saturday April 

5
th

. Interviews were carried out with 100 

people during a period of just over 2 hours.   

 

Ruth is now analysing the results and we 

look forward to reading her conclusions. 

 

 

 

The RLWT evidence to the South 

Downs Inquiry 
 

 

John Parry presented a paper representing 

the views of the RLWT Committee making 

the specific case for the inclusion of the 

Railway Land Local Nature Reserve in the 

proposed South Downs National Park. The 

illustrated document makes interesting 

reading, and if you would like to see it 

please go to : 

 

http://www.planning-

inspectorate.gov.uk/southdowns/documents/

1359-1-1.pdf 

 

 

 

Responsible Travel get stuck in! 
 

 

Having been ‘rained off’ by torrential 

downpours on their 2007 attempt to do a 

day’s volunteering on the Reserve, Justin 

Francis and Lyn Hill must have feared the 

worst on Thursday 24
th

 April when it rained 

solidly all morning.  

Justin Francis, founder of Responsible 

Travel encourages the entire staff to take a 

day out from work to volunteer in the 

community. Good for their morale, very 

good for us! 
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The team of 17 intrepid staff from 

Responsible Travel based in Brighton just 

grinned, shook themselves ‘dry’ and got on 

with repairing the main path towards the 

signal box. 

 

 

 
Armed with wheelbarrows brooms and 

shovels and suitably dressed for the 

occasion. 

 

Dan Ross had provided deliveries of 

‘finings’ which the team used to fill in the 

worn surface. They also repaired the edges 

which get burrowed into by rabbits and 

trimmed back the vegetation where 

necessary. 

 
Lyn (front row right) organises the day, and 

assured me that the plan was to end the day 

with a well earned pub meal.  

 

I’m glad that the moment I left the team, the 

rain eased off in time for lunch and they 

finished the day in brilliant sunshine. 

 

Pat Rigg 

 

 

The Second River Festival 
 

 

It is a good job Chris Ient, Dave Sykes and 

‘yours truly’, are not superstitious folk! We 

have happily signed up to run the River 

Festival for 150+ primary school children on 

the Railway Land on Friday 13
th

 June. Given 

that we held the 1
st
 Festival on last year’s 

wettest summer day, we ought to know 

better, but optimists just like a challenge.  

 

The theme of the day is Enjoying the 
Outdoors and we have stressed that the 

workshops will go ahead in the open air so 

everyone needs to bring suitable clothing 

having checked out the weather forecast 

before setting out…making an important 

‘educational point’ we feel! 

 

If ever we needed to prove why we need the 

Linklater Pavilion, this Festival and the 

JMB’s Event on the 17
th

 May illustrate 

perfectly what we face when we organise 

something on the Railway Land.  

 

To hire for one morning the equipment 

needed to show the JMB film and provide 

one marquee in case it rains, will cost just 

over £1000. This fortunately was factored 

into the JMB’s grant application. We have 

decided we cannot afford the costs to 

provide marquees for our event – it would 

run into 1000s - so we have just accepted 

that we will have sleepless nights 

beforehand. 

 

The children who come from Wallands, 

Rodmell, Meeching Valley, Western Road 

and Polegate primary schools will enjoy 

three workshops chosen from  the following: 

  

1. Circus skills with Brillo the Clown    

2. Drumming and Body Percussion 

with Ollie Heath   

3. Banner making with Chris Hall  

4. Willow Weaving with Sara Holmes    
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5. River Poetry making with Steve 

Wood 

6. Bird Spotting with Don Fuller of the 

RSPB   

7. Investigating Seeds and Pollen with 

Liz Williams and Jenifer Barton 

8. Survival Skills – making a shelter  

with Dave Sykes  

9. Investigating nature in the Hi Tech 

Wild Trek trailer with Richard 

Osmond  

10. Art with Natural Materials with Jane 

McIntosh & Stephanie Newland   

 

I am afraid there are no places for adults so 

you must put away your red nose, juggling 

kit, coloured pens, binoculars and triangles! 

 

At noon we will form up at the entrance to 

welcome the approaching Priory Salsa band 

and the ‘walkers’ carrying Harry Hastings.  

 

We hope to take a dramatic photo of us all 

‘inside’ the marked out area of the Linklater 

Pavilion. After some welcoming speeches 

we will enjoy a massed picnic and English 

and French country dancing.  

 

 
This is what happened the last time we let 

Dave Sykes loose with his country dancing 

hat on.  Just pray for similar weather 

please! 

 

You are very welcome to join us on the 

Railway Land for this part of the 

proceedings. Bring your own picnic, brush 

up on your French vocabulary, and expect 

to sit on the ground! 

 

At two pm the walkers will move off 

towards Newhaven, we hope, swelled by 

large numbers of people who will join the 

walk just for this section. It should be a 

magnificent occasion and you can register 

and join in all or part of this walk – that ends 

with a celebration cream tea at Newhaven 

Fort. A form is printed on the back page of 

this newsletter.  

 

We really need to make this day a successful 

fund raising occasion, so we are asking 

walkers to get sponsorship, and we can help 

people set up a web page that makes the 

asking for money and the collection of 

sponsorship - so much easier!  

 

This is our last major push for funding the 

building from our friends and supporters. 

Every little helps….our official membership 

now stands at 250. Over the last four 

months, thanks to you, we have raised 

£7,000 through members’ donations.  

 

We are, of course, still working on trying to 

get major grants from two or three sources (I 

can assure you we have tried all the obvious 

ones!) and we still aim to start building this 

summer. This walk is a chance to make a 

real dent in the £242,900 we still require. 

 

Please try to help in 

what ever way you can:  
 

‘bake a cake’ see page  4 

 
‘collect cakes in Lewes and 

drive them to Newhaven’  see 
page 4 

 
‘register and take part in the 

sponsored walk on 13
th

 June’ 
see page 12 

 

Sponsor the Core Group 

– our Team!    Go now 

to:  www.justgiving.com/participants 

 

Thank you.                     Pat Rigg 


