
Director’s Introduction
2013 is the 25th anniversary 
of the founding of the Railway 
Land Wildlife Trust – difficult 
to believe but thanks to so 
many of you, I think we can 
safely say that we have 
secured a place of interest 
and calm in our town through 
the Nature Reserve owned 
and managed by Lewes 
District Council and the 
Linklater Pavilion owned and 
managed by the RLWT.  Both 
are working in harmony and 
in close liaison and are used 
by many people.   We have 
established a solid base from 
which to develop sensitively.

Our anniversary year will see 
the opening of some truly 
fascinating inter-active displays 
from the ground source heat 

pump model by pupils from Priory School to the workings of the 
chalk aquifer so expertly put together by Tom Crossett as well as a 
display on soil by Alan Rae with the superb help of students Renzo 
and Sarah from Brighton City College led by lecturer Ian Brown. 
(see left)
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Before and after! : Taken in 1987, 
the above view contrasts with 
the photo on the right taken on 
21st December 2012. The rather 
‘naked’ and treeless Winterbourne, 
an artificial cut designed to relieve 
flooding, is clearly visible, and 
contrasts with the more varied and 
wooded habitats of the present 
Reserve



            An Evening with Simon Evans
       plus supporting comedian

Sunday 27th January 2013
Doors open 7pm  -  Show starts 7.30pm

Linklater Pavilion, Railway Lane, Lewes  BN7 2FG
tickets £10 - includes a glass of wine / soft drink

Licensed Bar

Tickets on sale at:
IEKO,  37, High St (top 

of School Hill)
Harveys Shop, Cliffe 

High Street 
or available from: 

01273-487798  
info@railwaylandproject.org 

“Simon’s first gig at the 
Linklater in 2011 was a 

sell out! We are delighted 
he has so generously 
offered to support us 
and kick-start our 
25th Anniversary”

Month of Sundays - Railway Land Wildlife Trust Comedy Fundraising Event
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Simon Evans will kick off our celebrations with 
a hilarious evening on 27th January; our water 
festival will be fun and informative on 23rd June; 
Priory School are working on a commemorative 
leaflet that incorporates the latest in digital 
technology; we shall be launching a pond-diving 
teddy bear for younger children with the expert 
help of Steve Savage; will be running a training 
course for Primary teachers as well as a four 
day workshop for those involved in facilitating 
or pioneering environmental and sustainability 
initiatives.  We have booked the Town Hall and 
Corn Exchange for a 25th anniversary celebration 
on Friday 8th November and for this year only, we 
have a commemorative 25 year logo tweaked by 
Chris Smedley.

My thanks go not just to the membership but 
also to all trustees past and present who have 
backed the Railway Land concept over the years 
and especially to the current trustees who have 
witnessed and guided the move from a modest 
charity with limited assets to more of a social 
enterprise with a valuable building and the 
consequences and responsibilities that flow from that.
However, special mentions are in order for a few who do so much for the Trust behind the scenes 
– who undertake work that is unglamorous and so easily unrecorded and yet is vital to the running 
of the enterprise. 

I want to put on public record our thanks to Alison Lawfield as Company Secretary for her incredible 
diligence and attention to detail over the last two years – she has been a tour de force and has 
spearheaded the drive to get various systems in place.  We owe her a huge amount.  

Next are Roger Beasley and Martin Fox who over the last few weeks have been going through all 
the ‘as built’ construction folders, checking that we have everything that we should and working up 
a detailed maintenance schedule.  I have been at the other end of the room  a couple of times as 
they wade through every detail and it is truly a labour of love – a thankless task but so important 
and they do it with great humour and leg pulling ‘blaming the architect’ for this and that!   It’s a joy 
to hear this banter which should be canned and sold for gloomy February days.

And lastly Holly Smith, our volunteer book-keeper, who answered an advertisement to help in this 
area.  The financial systems that Holly has put in place, working with Alison, are second to none 
and it allows me to relax in the knowledge that our accounting is in good order, working for us 
in positive ways to inform our strategic planning and guide us through troubled economic times.  
Holly, you are brilliant and we are very grateful for your meticulous work.

Finally, all of us wish to thank you the membership, so carefully looked after by Pat Rigg, for your 
continuing support.  In difficult economic times your membership and gift aid really counts – it has 
always counted – but now more than ever before, it is a vital contribution to the work that we do and 
towards future projects that are in the pipeline.  We do not take your generosity for granted and we 
hope and trust that you are proud of the contribution you make and proud of the work the Trust is 
doing on your behalf.                     Dr John Parry
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Sussex University science teacher trainees working 
at the writing wall during their first planning session 
of materials they are creating for Priory activity week 
in May which will feed into our water festival on 23rd 
June.

The tapestries and photo matching game have 
proved a great success with young Primary school 
children as one way of starting to tune in to the nature 
reserve and to observe carefully.

Would you like to help with a plant survey? 
We are planning in 2013, our 25th Anniversary year, to survey the plants growing in the different 
compartments on the Reserve. This was last done in 2002-3 and a small scale survey on Chilly 
Brook last summer showed that yes, indeed, we have lost some plants but others have come in 
and established themselves. So we’d really like to know whether this pattern of changing, though 
maintaining the biodiversity of the site, is more widespread.

There are already quite a number of volunteers interested in helping with this so I’m suggesting that 
we all meet in the Linklater on Sunday 17th March at 2.30pm. We can then talk about how 
best to approach the task, perhaps forming small groups to take on a particular area/compartment, 
how we can support each other, what 
resources we might need and how we 
can record our findings.

You will need to have a basic 
knowledge of flowering plants but 
you really don’t need to be an expert. 
I think we shall all be on a learning 
curve together. We shall need to have 
a selection of good reference books 
but I see it as a collaborative activity 
where we share whatever expertise 
we may have. So do come along to the 
March meeting and let’s see if we can 
get this important project underway. 
      
Jenifer Barton

Barbara Cummins, Jenifer Barton, and Janet Osborne 
plant enthusiasts looking for volunteer surveyors



Looking back over 2012....
2012 has been a year of steady consolidation in the Linklater 
as the various education programmes and public events, 
inspired by our Project Director John Parry, have evolved. 

The day and evening bookings by regular users help generate 
income, there is a good  balance between environmental and 
more general education activities, and all users report on what 
a good atmosphere is maintained...a combination of good 
design and impressive day to day management by John.

Valuable Volunteering: Dave Sykes has continued to make 
many improvements to the building, designing more storage 
facilities, display boards and lighting for access at night. He is 
currently planning a blackout system for the Mettyear Room 
and refining his improvements to the bee display. His money-
saving, inventive craftsmanship is a priceless asset for the 
RLWT. 

The 25th Anniversary Festival in June signalled a very 
successful collaboration with local partners to provide a  hugely 
popular public event that raised the profile of the Reserve. Many 
new people were involved - raising the level of volunteer input 
and widening our base by drawing in a younger demographic. 

In December, the teams of volunteers - who do conservation 
work on the Reserve, open the Linklater on summer Sunday 
afternoons and help run other events - met socially and 
discussed how best to fulfil their roles as enthusers and 
information-givers to our visitors. Many more volunteers are 
needed for 2013; and some initial training and pairing up with 
old hands, ensures no one is left floundering. Indeed we all 
agreed - volunteering is rewarding and FUN! 

Membership Renewal: Thank you - to all who have taken 
out a standing order. Your renewal of membership takes place 
automatically when your original form was dated, and we are 
very grateful to you for committing yourselves to supporting 

Open for Business! We are welcoming 
various educational groups and it is good 
to see boots on the landing. Six groups 
of 20 A-level students from BHASVIC 
came to use the river flow tank to work 
on floods and their consequences.

This celebration cake depicting the 
Linklater was made and donated to 
the RLWT for the 25th Anniversary 
Festival by ‘flair4cakes’, a Brighton 
based company. It was on display 
during the afternoon with another huge 
cake modelling the Reserve. Both were 
demolished with gusto by the volunteer 
helpers at the debriefing! (info@
flair4cakes.com)

We shall shortly 
be on the map! 

We had a visit 
from Ordnance 
Survey to map 
the Linklater, so 
hopefully people 
will be able to find 
us better soon. Our 
friendly mapper 
said the building 
needed many grid 
points to locate it 
precisely.

the Trust in this way.

For everyone else the membership is due for renewal by 
the AGM held in mid April. Renewal forms will be printed 
in our next newsletter, but if you would like to complete a 
standing order form, please contact me (see below).

To contact the Railway Land Wildlife Trust or discuss 
volunteering with us please telephone: 
01273-487798  and leave your contact details
or email us at:  info@railwaylandproject.org                                                                                   

Pat Rigg
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What’s On - 2013  

‘An Evening with Simon Evans’ 27th January
£10 Tickets (including a glass of wine or soft drink) available in Lewes now from IEKO & Harvey’s 
Shop. Also from Pat Rigg - tel: 01273 487798, or email info@railwaylandproject.org 

 

‘Viva Railway Land’ Exhibition:  10th - 22nd February 
Open daily (except Fri 15th Feb) from 10am - vote for ‘the people’s choice’ from the entries into 
our Railway Land 2013 photographic competition.

Plant Survey Meeting 17th March 2.30pm
 

RLWT AGM 19th April - Hospitality in the Linklater between 7 -7.30pm
1.Welcome - Chairmen
2.Short presentation followed by Q/A session led by Dr John Parry and Daniel Ross, Community 
Ranger
3.RLWT AGM 

A Month of Sundays - The final three Linklater evening events this year are:

Alexia Tamblin  ‘Tales of a Bat Woman’  24th February
Alexia will bring an international flavour to the series as she recounts her work on bats in this 
country and the Amazon, as well as setting the scene for our plans for a Linklater bat box. Slexia 
is a member of the Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management, a Fellow of the Royal 
Geographical Society and the co-founder of TreeCOnomics

John Hollands “The Railways of Lewes’ 31st March
Railway historian John Hollands and model maker Brian Taylor will truly bring alive the reason 
why our Nature Reserve is called the Railway Land. A must for railway enthusiasts!
Tickets available from: IEKO or Harveys Shop and on the door.  £6 includes tea/coffee or a soft 
drink.  

Graham Fawcett ‘Run River Run’  28th April
Graham has been a tutor for The Poetry School since 1997, is a trustee of Outside In, the children’s 
world literature charity and President of the T S Eliot Society (UK). This memorable evening 
promises to be an inspiring close to the 2012-3 Month of Sundays season and is a curtain raiser 
to our:-

Water Festival 23rd June 2-5.30pm.  Free event in the Linklater and on the 
Reserve for all the family.

Linklater Summer Sundays -  afternoon openings start on 5th May, 2-5pm
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Bird Report  Autumn 2012
Autumn is a time of movement for many birds.  Just as we look for migrants in the spring 
– the first swallow, the first cuckoo – we also notice the incoming migrants in the autumn.  
These birds come to Sussex from a colder Northern Europe at the same time as our summer 
visitors move south to spend their winter beyond the Sahara Desert.  

When berries on the hedgerows turn red and soft, easily-recognised, but shy members 
of the Thrush family come our way, to stay for the winter months - the Redwing.  A flock 
of Redwing was on the Railwayland in late November, enjoying the plentiful haws by the 
Signal Box.  They are a little smaller than a Song Thrush and have a similar brown speckled 
breast, but look for their red arm-pits and the striking creamy stripe over their eye.  To hear 
them, listen for a ‘seeip’ call as they fly overhead.  Fieldfares may also come to these parts. 
They too are very handsome and thrush-like but larger - a plump thrush with a grey head, 
chestnut back and a long black tail. As their name suggests, they may be found ranging 
the fields, nomadic-like in their search for food.  They see off their cousins, the blackbirds, 
with a great clattering as they home in on the same food source – a bush of ripe, lush red 
berries. , One further possible winter thrush that could be seen here is the Ring Ouzel, a 
slim blackbird with a white bib and a silver-grey tinge to the wingtips. It will only be here 
briefly, visiting coastal regions of south-east England in the autumn and spring, and not 
staying long.  One was reported on the Railwayland in mid November, and others have 
been seen in the Lewes area this autumn.

Redwing     Fieldfare     Ring Ouzel 
 

For those who saw the Short-eared Owls in Southease and Rodmell, autumn 2011 is 
memorable for the mass arrival of these beautiful birds into Sussex. They did not come up 
the Ouse valley as far as Lewes, but they were not far away, residing all winter long in the 
meadows just south of here. This year is different, and they do not seem to be about in such 
large numbers as last year. So, what will autumn 2012 be remembered for?  Well, there have 
been large numbers of Waxwing coming south as colder weather settles into their summer 
quarters on the continent. Although they have not been reported on the Railwayland as yet, 
favouring instead the exotic trees in supermarket carparks, it may only be a matter of time 
before this elegant little bird is seen here.

But for good-looking  birds, look at a Jay. Jays were seen on the Railwayland in early 
November, not an unusual sighting in itself but it was at the same time as several others 
were noticed in gardens around the town.  Were these home-grown Jays, dispersing from 
their breeding areas, or had they come from further afield? Were they part of a migrating 
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group? It was reported that an extraordinarily large number (several hundred) were seen 
flying over Norfolk in early October.  Perhaps some of those have come down here.

Jay                Waxwing

As autumn turns into winter the Water Rail, as elusive as ever, is spotted every now 
and again lurking in the Heart of Reeds, and a Little Grebe has paid us a visit, switching 
between the Heart of Reeds and the river.  Next time maybe a Little Egret will be on the 
Meadows, a Heron or a Kingfisher on the Brooks. One never knows, and that is part of the 
attraction of walking the Railwayland in search of birds.  

Would you be interested in joining the Bird Group to see what birdlife there is on the 
Reserve? Due to jobs and other commitments the number of us walking the Reserve to 
record the birdlife has diminished over recent months and we could do with some help.  If 
you think you could spare a couple of hours every now and then, please do get in touch. 
Leonie Mercer is the point of contact, leonie.m@tiscali.co.uk  and she is waiting to hear 
from you.   Help given if required and others to walk with, if wanted.
  

Water Rail                                                    Little Grebe

Chris Roach 10 Dec 2012

All Images © RSPB



Reserve Works:

Trees
Dan Ross posted notices on the Reserve and in the Sussex Express in late September 
warning of  Winterbourne Stream tree works. He wrote ‘Lewes District Council is carrying 
out some significant tree pruning from Wednesday 26th Sept. The trees affected are 
Crack and Goat Willow (Salix Fragilis / Salix Caprea)’.

He went on to explain why the work was necessary. ‘These trees have been regularly 
pollarded at different heights over the past 20 years, as they can become unstable if left 
unmanaged. The work will have several benefits, including improving safety for those 
walking on the paths beneath the trees as well as providing more light to the seasonal 
Winterbourne chalk stream, and encouraging wildlife in the stream. This year we will be 
coppicing as well as pollarding some of the trees and the work will look quite dramatic for 
a time. The trees will however, recover their growth quickly.’

Coppicing is a traditional - albeit a somewhat dramatic method of woodland management 
that takes advantage of the fact that many trees make new growth from the stump or 
roots if cut down near ground level. Coppicing maintains trees at a juvenile stage, and a 
regularly coppiced tree will never die of old age. Coppicing also has the effect of providing 
a rich variety of habitats, as woodland managed in this way always has a range of different-aged 
coppice growing in it, which is beneficial for biodiversity.

River Embankment Repairs
The Environment Agency has notified us of their plans to 
repair 80 metres of the stone block revetment which supports 
the precast concrete flood wall, between late January to 
March 2013. 

The work will involve removing the damaged stone blocks 
and replacing them with Salix Rock Mattresses. These are 
large polythene nets filled with small stones. They have been 
designed to provide invertebrate habitat and encourage 
vegetation growth within the rocks. They will use machinery 
and hand held tools to complete the work. The E A  aim to 
keep disruption to a minimum but their working times will be 
affected by the tides. To ensure safety they will fence off a 
work area to include the revetment, and the area behind the flood wall for a site compund and 
access route. Signs will direct pedestrians to the landward side of the Linklater.The Environment 
Agency will reinstate all working areas on completion of the works. 

If you would like any more information the E A invite you to contract their general enquiries 
line on 03708 506506 or send an email to: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
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photo ©  Pauline Thompson 
taken 14.11.12 @ Beddington Park, 

Sutton. 
Printed to encourage all Lewes 

photographers to capture our resident 
in 2013



Swamp Cypress – Taxodium distichum

By the time you read this our splendid Swamp Cypress will have shed its feathery autumn tinted, 
reddish-brown leaves; for although it is a coniferous tree it is deciduous. In the UK Larch is the 
only commonly found deciduous conifer. 

But even without its 
leaves this big tree is 
a striking specimen 
probably planted in the 
19th century by the 
then owner of Leighside 
House, in the wet ground 
near their ponds.

It’s a native of the south 
east of the USA and 
flourishes in the swampy 
Everglades of Florida. 
There is some evidence 
that it once grew in the 
south of England but it 
became extinct and was 
re-introduced in 1640 
by the plantsman, John 
Tradescant, quickly 
becoming popular in 
parks and near lakes.

Having your roots in waterlogged soil has its problems 
since water contains much less oxygen than air . For 
many years people thought the knobbly roots the Swamp 
Cypress sends above ground round its trunk acted like 
snorkels. However there is very little evidence that these 
knobbly knees really do take in oxygen and it may well 
be that their main use is to give the tree extra stability in 
its watery and sometimes shifting habitat. 

Next April have a look for the male catkins growing up to 10cm long at the ends of shoots and 
shedding clouds of yellow pollen. The female “catkins” are little green cones and their scales close 
up firmly once they have been pollinated allowing the seeds to mature. When ready for dispersal 
the cones open up, the seeds drop out and if they land on water their tiny sails keep them afloat 
until they reach dry land. Sadly we have not seen any seeds germinate so we just have this one 
Swamp Cypress, a relative of the giant redwoods of California, on the Reserve.

Jenifer Barton

9



10

A Bird’s Eye View:  

ALL FOR THE BEST?

A favouite walk, round the Heart 
of Reeds and over the little 
footbridge, to gaze again on the 
trees by the Winterbourne, bare 
in winter, sprouting in spring and 
in full leaf shading everything in 
summer. Until-
 
I couldn’t believe my eyes, the 
axemen were at work. The view 
changed as I watched, grieving.
Coppicing I was prepared for, 
but......
 
After 2 days, open sky and 
stumps.
 
All for the best in the long run I 
firmly assure myself.
 
 
AFTERMATH

We’re used to the exciting 
settings-up before all the 
lightings-up on 5/11. From 
my birdseye view, Railway 
Lane is quite exciting, all the 
comings and goings, followed 
on the morning of the 5th by the 
frustration of  being prevented 
from doing the daily walk in the Reserve because the pyrotechnics are being put in place.
 
But not many people could have seen what greeted me on the morning of the 6th, when I set off on 
the missed walk. The ashes smoking dreamily, the site was teeming  with as many cheerful workers 
as on the previous few day.

Some were loading up the same things they’d been delivering beforehand, but what was truly 
impressive, a score of agile people on their haunches, squatting all over the area  searching the 
grass and clearing up every scrap of fireworks debris.
  
Moreover the atmosphere  retained the happy, fun air created by the celebrations the night before.
 
By the end of the day there was no trace!        Jean Heywood

photos © Jean Heywood



The Nature Corridors Open Days October 2012
This advert was put in the 
Sussex Express. We felt 
excited when we saw the 
Linklater in the paper.  The advert included 
some art work of the building by one of the 
Nature Corridors team members, James 
Platt. 
‘We worked hard together towards the open 
day’ said Gary. 
‘I was on Reception for half an hour’ explained 
Rob, ‘and I enjoyed welcoming people and 
seeing them enjoying our exhibition.  It made 

me feel cheerful and happy.’  Lisa added that Rob had completed his goal of answering as well 
asking questions.
‘It was good to see my framed pictures on the wall and my Mum said they were very nice’ said artist 
James.
‘When I saw photos of the Open Day I noticed that some of the clients from St Nics were really 
interested in some of the work we did,’ said Lisa.
Alec commented, ‘I spoke to two people from Springlines who were interested in my model and how 
I had made it.’  (Springlines will be a poetry and art event in the Spring) ‘One of the drivers from 
Linden Court  day centre’ continued Alec, ‘was also interested in my model – this made me feel very 
proud.’
‘Thanks to John for organising the Open Day’, said Lisa.

Just before the exhibition was taken down, some visitors 
from Sweden met with Michael Blencowe and were 
able to see the exhibition.  This was an unplanned extra 
and the Nature Corridors team did very well to welcome 
people they did not know. 
‘One of them was interested in our Birling Gap photos’, 
said Gary. ‘I told them about the cherry picker machine 
the news photographer used for the photo in Reception,’ 
added David.

‘I felt a bit nervous because I didn’t know who the people 
were or their names....and they asked where the wild 
flowers were.  I told them the plants were on the Railway 
Land and they asked if our pictures were of flowers in our 
garden.  I said they were on the Reserve.  After a while, I 
felt more confident.  They were taking pictures and asked if 
the project was on the web.  At the end, the Swedish leader 
thanked us for showing them our work and I felt chuffed.’ 
said Lisa. 

Pete Dadswell is our wonderful IT back-up advisor. 
Here he is demonstrating to the Nature Corridors group a 
few features of Windows 8 with its touch screen features.

Report compiled by NC4All team and John Parry
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RLWT Photographic Competition – Entry Form

Name      

Address

E mail

Age group: Adults (over 17 on 1.1.13)       Youngsters  (under 17 on 1.1.13)

Categories for submitted photos:
 The Railway Land through the seasons  (photos taken in 2012)
 People on the Railway Land  (photos taken in 2012)
 Railway Land through the ages

I certify that the photos entered for the RLWT competition are my own, original photos. I give 
my permission for the RLWT to use the photo on their website and other publications.

Please e mail an electronic version of your photo with its caption to RLWTphoto2013@gmail.
com and put this form with the hard copy of your photos (no bigger than A4) and deliver to 
one of the following places in Lewes:-
• The Town Hall
• H A Bakers, High St
• the lewes print centre,  Station St

Signed        Date

For access to past newsletters or to see this 
printed version in full colour go to:

www.railwaylandproject.org 
& click ‘newsletters’ in the left hand column

To contact the Railway Land Wildlife Trust
email:  info@railwaylandproject.org

Editor: Pat Rigg
contact: rigg@patspur.demon.co.uk

tel: 01273-487798

photos ©RLWT unless attributed

Newsletter published by:
 Railway Land Wildlife Trust 

Charity No 800655
www.railwaylandproject.org

printed by Elephant Graphics, Barcombe
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NB: CLOSING DATE FOR 
ENTRIES 

JANUARY 25th 2013


