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Editorial

A new ‘year’ & ‘style’ for our Newsletter! So many of our members now 
read it on their computers, it seems sensible to change the layout so that 
scrolling down the pages is made much easier. I hope you approve.

The tickets for Simon Evans’ and Pierre Hollin’s comedy gig, ‘Fringe 
Magnet’ held on Sunday 13th February sold like hotcakes. We are very 
grateful to Simon for suggesting the event, and helping raise £ 1070 for 
the Railway Land project. Our thanks also go to Miles Jenner of Harveys 
who generously provided wine for the bar, which together with the raffle 
organised by Carole and Graham Shuttleworth raised a further £200. 

On Sunday March 6th between 2 - 4pm, the Linklater will be open and 
Professor Rory Mortimore and his colleagues will be on hand to explain 
the origins of the different rocks used to face the walls of the undercroft. All 
those who sponsored individual rocks in 2010 will be invited to make their 
specific choice and have this information recorded on giant photos of the 
two walls - a lasting reminder of the community support we have relied on 
to complete the Linklater Pavilion Appeal. Whether you sponsored a rock 
or not, all are welcome to join us for a most interesting geological event .

On Saturday April 2nd, the Trust is holding a most unusual fundraising 
event. 70 intrepid people will take the Firewalk Challenge and walk 
barefoot over 5 metres of hot coals, at the entrance to the Reserve! All 
have been sponsored to do this, and we expect 30 of them to be walking 
‘solely’ for the RLWT. The rest will have been invited to register to raise 
money for other local charities - thus increasing community involvement 
in our events, and a way we can help repay the incredible support, - both 
financial and ‘in kind’ that we have been given by many local organisations 
and individuals. 

This major fund raising event is being held to fund the Railway Land 
project. This includes the conservation work of the RLWT on the Lewes 
Railway Land Local Nature Reserve, the development of educational 
programmes and environmental study projects with local schools, our on-
going project with the Nature Corridors for All team of adults with learning 
disabilities, and the completion of the Linklater Pavilion. 

We have also registered with Lewes District Council to run our own lottery 
(LN/2011/00012), the RLWT Firewalk Challenge Draw. £1 tickets are now 
available in books of 5, on sale at the IEKO shop at the top of School Hill. 
Contact Pat Rigg (see last page for details) if you would like to help us by 
selling books of tickets to friends and neighbours. 

The draw will take place on the 15th April 2011 during our AGM - another 
good reason to come to the Linklater to enjoy a visual presentation, meet 
other members and the Trustees, and see if you have won one of the 10 
extraordinary prizes. 

Flintman David Smith and his men 
in front of the completed walls. 
They have done a fantastic job!

Professor Rory Mortimore, our 
geological expert

Simon Evans - in full 
flow!

Summer evening reflections



Jean Cash has organised the Firewalk. She is leading her team 
- Calamity Jean and her Smoking Guns - down the hot coals, and 
has persuaded John Parry, (the Welsh Dragon) Dan Ross, (the 
Lone Ranger) and fellow Trustee Jane McIntosh, (Cinders and 
the Pantos) to lead other RLWT supporters through fire. You can 
help by sponsoring your favourite team on the night, or on line 
by copying www.justgiving.com/railwayandwildlifetrust into your 
search engine. 

‘BEE THE BUZZ’    Saturday 11th June   2 – 6pm.

This family day will see the arrival of honey bees to a living hive in 
the first floor wall of the Linklater Pavilion. 

Francis Ratnieks, Professor of Apiculture at the University of 
Sussex will provide timed talks about the bees and their settling 
in.  The famous ‘waggle dance’ will be explained and there will be 
various displays including a honey tasting.  

This is to be our summer family  festival day, so definitely put this 
date into your diary.

Although these are early days  the Trustees hope that our members 
will find enough variety and interest in the activities and events that 
we and our partners host. Your opinions and comments are always 
welcome.
Pat Rigg  Editor

Further Dates for your Diary:

Summer Opening of the Linklater Undercroft
Sunday 10th April and thereafter every Sunday afternoon from 2-
5pm until September 18th

Minders Conservation Group 1st Sunday every month, 1.30pm 

Linklater Pavilion and Reserve Public Events for your diary:
Tuesday 12th April: Guided walk led by the Participants 
Friday 15th April: RLWT AGM Mettyear Room 7.30pm
Monday 2nd May: Guided Bird Walk 1pm Neil Merchant 2hrs
Saturday 11th June: Bee Festival  ‘Bee the Buzz’ 1- 6pm, including 
a Bird and Bees Walk from 2 - 4pm
Sunday 10th July: Francis Ratnieks will talk about Bees (7.30pm 
tbc)
Saturday 3rd September: Moth Trapping with Rangers Thyone 
Outram and Steve Teale (time tbc)

SWT  Courses: (booking through SWT)
Friday 20th May: Pond Survey Training 10-4
Saturday 21st May: Spring Flowers for Beginners 10-4
Friday 15th July: Dragonflies 10-4
Saturday 23rd July: Bumblebees 10-4
Saturday 30th: Spiders 10-4
Friday 12th August: Butterflies 10-4
Saturday 17th September: Art in Landscape 10-4

TTL at the Linklater! Every Wednesday Evening 
Details can be found on page 9

Professor Ratnieks set up a temporary hive 
on the Wonderful Wildlife Festival day in May 
2010 and we were able to see the bees on 
the monitor in the Mettyear Room.

Early morning bird walk above and below the 
ditches teem with life - well worth a close look!



Volunteers wanted:

We plan to open the undercroft to casual visitors every Sunday afternoon 
from 2-5pm starting on Sunday 10th April. The idea is that we will, by 
then, have cleared much of the materials stored there. Whilst Dave Sykes 
has been working so hard on fitting out the building it has become his 
workshop for the past six months, and he has now fitted a most useful 
sink there for cleaning muddy equipment and tools. The plan is to put 
up a rolling programme of displays and updates on the whole Railway 
Land project, and eventually to hold regular exhibitions and displays that 
require large spaces.

Several of our members have already said they’d be interested in ‘sitting’ 
exhibtions and events in the Linklater, and I hope that a number of you 
will get in touch with me and be able to offer an hour or two on a rota 
basis, so we can cover these sessions. 

I plan to pair people up, and of course Trustees will be around in the 
early stages to help out. You would be able to sit under cover of course, 
there is access to the toilets, electricity to allow for making a cup of tea, 
and internet connection if you want to bring a laptop with you! We will of 
course make sure that there is plenty of information available to help you 
answer questions from the public.

If you are interested in helping the Trust with this new phase of the 
Railway Land Project, email me, Pat, at rigg@patspur.demon.co.uk or if 
you prefer - give me a call on 01273-487798 and leave a message and 
number for me to get back to you.

Finishing off the Linklater!

We expect our commissioned folding doors to be fitted on 10th March, 
thus completing the Mettyear Room and enabling flexible use to be made 
of the upper floor. Meanwhile we concentrate on completing the paths. 
This has been made possible by the generosity of Dave Wase of  Winners   
who has lent the Trust the expensive specialist equipment necessary 
to complete the work. Martin Fox, a recent and welcome recruit to 
the team,  has given us hours of his valuable time and considerable 
expertise to lead this work. With some volunteer muscle and support 

he expects to complete the paths by the end of February. 

We have been awarded a grant of £1000 from the Sussex County Playing 
Fields Association to help pay for the materials needed to create the hard 
standing at the main entrance and an area in the undercroft where people 
can clean their boots and equipment. 

The cycle rack sponsored by the Friends of Lewes in memory of Elizabeth 
Howard will also be erected as part of these works.

The perimeter fencing will be taken down in the first week of March with 
the help of South Street Bonfire Society and then the Linklater Pavilion 

will be visible and accessible in all weathers.

Phew!



Liz Williams, Trustee

It is with real sadness that we 
lost Liz Williams in January  
There will be many tributes 
but it is only right that one 
of them should stem from 
Liz’s work and dedication to 
the Railway Land project.  I 
shall always remember her 
enthusiasm for the schools 
flora survey undertaken in the 
late 1980s before the sidings 
material was taken away. 
She was an active and busy 
teacher but made time to get 
involved even in those early 
days.
 
And then when she retired 
and asked in her endearingly humble way if she could be of any use to the Railway Land Wildlife Trust, there 
wasn’t a flicker of hesitation. Dear Liz – she and Jenifer made a formidable flora team and laid the groundwork 
for flora surveys including the newly created Heart of Reeds.  
 
Liz never flouted her knowledge but persistently employed and shared it.  She got the bird survey going and 
will have spent many an early morning on the reserve quietly getting on with the necessary recording that 
would then guide and steer our thoughts on how best to improve the habitat not just for ‘birds’ but for specific 
species of birds – teasles for the gold finches and low nesting cover to entice nightingales and so on.
 
When some of us entertained the possibility of trying to respond positively to the idea of a foot bridge over 
the river that might provide an east-west all weather path crossing, she cogently defended the status quo on 
very sound wildlife and people management grounds.  It was important to retain a sense of non access, a 
bowing to winter storms and mud that might prevent or slow access.  This wasn’t sloppy thinking – it was an 
enjoyment and appreciation of natural forces that had a purity and truth about them.
 
Every member of the Railway Land management team will miss Liz enormously.  She was steadfast and 
utterly reliable to the end and she will remain a very important influence of events down on those so called 
‘derelict’ railway sidings!
 
John Parry

Founder Trustee and on behalf 
of the Railway Land Wildlife Trust

7th January 2011



                                

End-of-Year Accounts

Normally we include our “Statement of Financial Activities” and “Balance Sheet” in this newsletter in which the 
AGM is announced.  However, the year November 2009 – October 2010 was very different.  This is because our 
income in the form of grants and donations for the construction of the Linklater Pavilion exceeded £500,000, 
the threshold beyond which a full audit into the charity’s records must be conducted.  This will not be done 
in time for the newsletter, so we have decided against publishing our draft accounts, as they will be modified 
as a result of the audit.  In addition, they will look very different from those of previous years because of the 
large amount of income and the high cost of the building.  The building will be amortized over the 60 years of 
the lease, and in order not to distort the surplus or deficit over that period, the money raised to pay for it will 
have to be spread over the same period, so the Balance Sheet will look a bit more complicated, showing  a 
new Fixed Asset  of the Linklater Pavilion valued initially at construction cost.  The final audited version of the 
Accounts will be reviewed by Trustees before the AGM, sent to any member of the Trust before the AGM on 
request, and tabled at the AGM.  I hope this meets with everyone’s agreement.     Tessa George, Treasurer

Change of Chair

Dr. John Parry stood down as Chairman of the RLWT on 12th May 2010 in order to concentrate on directing the 
incredibly stressful final stages of the Linklater Pavilion building project. Pat Rigg took over as Chairwoman to 
relieve John of the burden of chairing twice monthly meetings, to support him with administrative duties, and 
to make it possible for him to apply for any paid post that would result from a successful application for grant 
funding. (No Trustee of a Charity is allowed by the Charity Commission to receive remuneration for work.) 
Dr Parry continues to work as always tirelessly for the Trust, and the hard evidence of his inspiring commitment 
is now visible in our new ‘up and running’ asset - The Linklater Pavilion. 

NOTICE of the Annual General Meeting 
of the Railway Land Wildlife Trust

7.30pm  Friday 15th April 2011 at The Linklater Pavilion
 
   7.30pm  Presentation by Dr John Parry
   8.30pm   RLWT Firewalk Challenge Draw
   8.40 pm   AGM

 AGENDA

  1. Apologies for absence
  2. Minutes of meeting 16th April 2010 and matters arising
  3. Annual  Report
  4. Financial Report and Accounts year ending 31/10/2010 
  5. Election of Members of the Management Committee.Under our Articles of Association half the  

 Members have to retire each year.  Also any Members joining during the year since the last AGM 
  are obliged to retire.   All are able to offer themselves for re-election. Jean Cash is standing down  
  as she joined us during the year together with Tessa George, Jon Gunson, Chris Ient, 
  Neil Merchant and Pat Rigg. 
 6. Appointment of Auditor 
 7. Any Other Business

 Please bring this publication to the meeting as it includes Minutes of the last AGM and the  
 Annual Report for the year ending 31.10.2010. Copies of the accounts will be made available  
 at the meeting. 

 Gift Aid forms will be available and Annual Subscriptions can be renewed before and after the   
 meeting.



RLWT Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Friday  16th April  2010 at Greyfriars 
Court at 7.30 pm

Apologies: Roger Beasley, Tessa George, Caroline Kenward, Cllr Susan Murray, Brian Walter, Liz Williams

Present: 27 Trustees, members of the RLWT and friends

1. Minutes of AGM held on 3rd April 2009
These were approved as a true record and adoption was proposed by Pat Rigg and seconded by Neil 
Merchant..

2. Annual Report of the RLWT
This was compiled by Pat Rigg, and covers the year to 1st November 2009. Pat Rigg was thanked for her 
report and the many ways she supports the RLWT.
Financial Report for the year ending 1st November 2009. Neil Merchant standing in for the Treasurer Tessa 
George, explained the balance sheet and took the meeting through the new explanatory wording required 
by the Charity Commissioners
Adoption of the accounts was proposed by David Hutchinson and seconded by Cllr Ruth O’Keeffe. Tessa 
George was thanked most warmly for compiling the accounts

3. Elections to RLWT Committee conducted by Jane McIntosh – Company Secretary. This year 2 new Trustees 
were proposed for the Management Committee. They are Alison Lawfield who brings a wealth of business 
and personnel experience and is taking over as Company Secretary as of today, and Andy Bradley who is 
founder and director of Framework4Change, an organisation working to build strong inclusive communities 
where marginalised groups are fully integrated. He also runs Breakout Media and has been filming our 
work with Adults with Learning Difficulties. His film will be shown at our Pavilion opening ceremony on 16th 
October.
 
4. According to our statutes, 3 members must stand down but this year all are willing to stand for re election. 
They were re elected as follows:
Jenifer Barton proposed by Pat Rigg and seconded by Jane McIntosh
David Sykes proposed by Liz Lee and seconded by Pat Rigg
Liz Williams proposed by Jane McIntosh and seconded by Liz Lee

5. Jane McIntosh acknowledged the contribution of Alex Kirby who stood down during the year. In the debate 
about the name to be given to the Pavilion, John Parry pointed out that it was Alex  who wisely advised that 
a Centre for Environmental Change was preferable to a Centre for Climate Change.
John Parry spoke about Phil Belden, a founder Trustee, who is standing down as a trustee but will become a 
co-opted member. He has provided wise counsel at several critical times and will continue to do so but with 
the realisation of the Linklater Pavilion and his changing role from Director of Sussex Downs Joint Committee 
to a new role within the National Park Authority, Phil felt that this was the time to make a slight adjustment to 
his RLWT role. He is more than happy to be a co-opted member.  Both were thanked.

6. List of Directors/Trustees for 2010-11. Alison Lawfield (Company Secretary for Company House and 
Correspondent for Charities Commission), Jenifer Barton, Roger Beasley, Andy Bradley, Tessa George, 
Jon Gunson, Chris Ient,  Liz Lee, Jane McIntosh, Neil Merchant, John Parry, Pat Rigg, David Sykes, Liz 
Williams.
Phil Belden is a co opted member of the management committee.

7. Election of Officers
The Chairman John Parry and Hon. Treasurer Tessa George stood down but offered themselves for re 
election. Alison Lawfield stood for Company Secretary. No others wished to stand and it was proposed by 
David Sykes and seconded by Michael Stevens that they be elected.

8. AOB. John Parry thanked Jane McIntosh for her work as Company Secretary and presented her with 
flowers. 

He also thanked Greyfriars for their hospitality in providing us with a room for the AGM and for committee 



meetings. He presented a framed photograph showing the Pavilion in its 
Lewes setting next to Greyfriars

Jane McIntosh thanked John and Trustees for their determination and 
skill in managing such a large project as the Linklater Pavilion whilst still 
developing the Reserve.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm
           
Railway Land Wildlife Trust Annual Report - Nov 2009 
- October 2010
 
Linklater Pavilion Project:  A free Town Hall Event on 11th November 2009 
attracted over 300 people to a promotional celebration of the commencement 
of building works on the Linklater Pavilion. The aim was to widen partnership 
and participation with many different groups and organisations within the 
town, to celebrate what we have in common, and to stimulate joint projects 
for the future.
 
Trustees: 
In view of a potential conflict of interest relating to a proposed Lottery 
application, Founder Trustee John Parry stepped down as Chairman and 
Trustee in May 2010.  However, the Trustee Board were very pleased to 
support his ongoing commitment to developing the frameworks for future 
partnerships and activities of the Trust  following delivery of the building 
project.   Arrangements were made for regular reporting through the POST 
(Pavilion Operation Sustainability Team)  sub-Committee and by invitation 
at Trustee meetings. New Trustees appointed during this year were Alison 
Lawfield, Andy Bradley and Jean Cash. 
 
Membership & public awareness: In partnership with Lewes District 
Council, the Trust held the ‘Wonderful Wildlife Festival’ on the reserve on 
22nd May. Over 2000 people attended on what was a glorious summer’s 
day. The event celebrated International Biodiversity Day through a series 
of stalls and demonstrations by a wide range groups including the Sussex 
Wildlife Trust, Sussex Ouse Conservation Society, RSPB, Wildlife Watch 
and an animal rescue centre. One highlight was a series of conducted 
tours of the Linklater Pavilion, which included a demonstration of honey 
bees by Professor Francis Ratnieks and colleagues from the University 
of Sussex.  This was a forerunner of a permanent ‘citizen science’ living 
display in the building.
The public have been kept informed about the progress of the Linklater 
Pavilion project through information panels at the entrance to the building 
site and via our newsletter, website and numerous articles in the local press 
and updates to nearby residents by John Parry. We have written articles for 
Lewes News, and have been flagged up by Viva Lewes and Sussex Express 
which has raised our profile in Lewes. John Parry was made Sussex Eco-
Champion for 2010 which featured in the Brighton Argus.  A continuing 
drive to increase membership and raise awareness of the Railway Land 
project means the membership of the RLWT has risen from 250 to 300 
households during this year. 
 
Maintenance and surveys: Ranger Dan Ross successfully applied for 
continuation of Green Flag status for the Reserve. Despite an increasing 
workload on other LNRs in the District, he devotes much time to the Railway 
Land, engaging with the public, local schools, and working closely with 
the Trust volunteers and the adults with learning disabilities. Regular bird 
surveys have continued with volunteer help, and the annual entomological 

....the public have been kept 
informed by information panels 

at the entrance to the site

...a guided walk led by 
the participants

Partnership and 
celebration at the 
RLWT Town Hall 

Event 2009

Wonderful Wildlife Festival May 2010



surveys, commissioned by the Trust, continue to add valuable monitoring 
data to help guide the management of the Reserve. 
 
Junior Management Board: We now have a new Board made up of 
children aged 8-11. This group have created interpretation boards for 
children at the restored Leighside Pond, thereby completing the project 
started by their predecessors, and are embarking on a project to engage 
with dog owners to reduce fouling on the Reserve.
 
Participants from St Nicholas Day Centre - Nature Corridors for All: 
The continuing RLWT partnership funded by the Learning Disability 
Development Fund, granted by East Sussex Adult Social Care has 
delivered a pilot project that illustrates the great potential for individual and 
community benefit inherent in work of this type with adults with learning 
disabilities.  The RLWT has developed a lottery bid called ‘Inclusion 
through Nature’ to expand and develop this ground-breaking approach.
 
After the formal handing over of the The Linklater Pavilion in early 
August, many volunteers led by Trustee David Sykes, worked tirelessly 
on decorating both floors while David Sykes fitted out the kitchen, two 
office areas, an art cupboard and downstairs storage cupboards. The 
opening celebration on the 16th October was attended by our Patrons 
Lord Denis Healey and Professor Ivor Goodson and over 350 people, 
including members of the Trust, representatives of local organisations 
and supporters. The premiere of ‘Nature Corridors for All’, a video made 
by the participants with Frameworks4Change, was shown to mark the 
central role of the group in the Railway Land Project.
 
Through all the above activities, the Trustees are confident that they have 
fulfilled the charity’s aims regarding public education and through the 
newly built Linklater Pavilion are providing an inclusive and much needed 
resource for the public benefit of the people of Lewes.   

Our strategy regarding public benefit:  We felt it was important to walk 
before we could run and so we will deliberately pace our activities, trying 
out different uses of the building and learning from each.  One such 
activity was an Awayday event on 20th October called a COMMUNITY 
ENTERPRISE CAUCUS and organised by Cllr Carolyn Lambert, Lewes 
District Council Chair.  Its aims were:

to hold a caucus of opinion formers to raise the profile of community 
enterprises in Lewes District and beyond

to showcase the achievements of community enterprises in Lewes 
District and beyond;

to encourage the further development of community enterprises 
by the sharing of knowledge and by providing practical support.

This provided us with valuable information on managing such a group 
and spread the word of our work through community leaders.

We have focussed on welcoming and embedding the Nature Corridors 
group of adults with learning disabilities into the building and the project.  
It has been a two-way process with them providing many ideas and us 
with the reality of getting to grips with the practical health and safety issues 
involved. We will welcome and charge office rental for two members of 
the Sussex Wildlife Trust to be based at the Linklater. We have signed 
a three year agreement with the local comprehensive school to provide 
tailor made learning approaches to, in the first instance, biodiversity and 
inter-dependence. We plan to work with two local groups that will use the 
building two evenings a week on a self serve basis and will learn from this. 

•

•

•

The Participants at the Cuckmere 
Valley on a fixed point photography 
session

David Sykes gets a huge ovation at 
the opening celebration while Andy 
Bradley, who made the film ‘Nature 
Corridors for All’ with the participants 
looks on

Pells Primary School enjoy a visit to 
our  first art exhibition held in November 
2010, featuring the work of Lil Tudor 
Craig



Transition Town Lewes Wednesday evening events in the Linklater Pavilion

Open House, Wednesday 9 March, 6-9pm, £3
For the first session we will be reviewing how we’ve been doing over the last four years - 20+ 
projects and their highs and lows - then we will run an Open Space session to plan priorities for 
the year ahead. There will be a potluck supper in between and music to finish. We’re hoping 
for a wide base of support this evening. Everyone’s welcome, including those new to transition 
and people who want to refresh their transition intentions; all that’s required is willingness to 
engage with the issues.

Lewes Pound AGM and review, Wednesday 16 March, 8pm, free
Everyone is welcome to join us for the AGM of the Lewes Pound, which will include the 
announcement of the recipient(s) of the £5,000 donation from the Leakage Fund.
Followed by a World Café discussion about the future of the Lewes Pound. All welcome: Lewes 
Pound users, traders, people interested in how money works. Local currency is just one way of 
keeping trade local and supporting our traders and businesses.    

Powering Lewes District – local renewable energy, Wednesday 23 March, 7.30pm
An evening exploring the options and possibilities for renewable energy production in Lewes District.  Do 
we have the potential to power our district from renewable and how can we go about it?  What is already 
being done?  What are the constraints?  Be inspired or bring your own ideas to discuss! Speakers include 
Jenny Rowlands, the new CEO of Lewes District Council, Matthew Bird, sustainability officer at LDC, 
Chris Rowland, director of Ovesco, and Richard Watson, expert in anaerobic digestion.  The Renewable 
Energy and Low Carbon Development Study sets out the background, the district’s needs and potential for 
renewable energy.  Access it at http://www.lewes.gov.uk/Files/plan_Renewable_Energy_and_Low_Carbon_
Development_Study.pdf

Contact for all events: transitiontownlewes@gmail.com or 01273 479779

We will also welcome a nursery group in 2011 who will use the space on a 
weekly basis and will be talking to two other young conservation groups who 
wish to use the facilities. The Sussex Wildlife Trust will be running 6 public 
workshops in 2011 and we will monitor the impact this has on the Reserve.

We plan to run various fund-raising activities from a stand-up comedy night 
to a fire walking event in order to attract interest and support from a wider 
and younger audience.  Such activities will also test our organisation skills in 
relation to controlling large numbers.The purchase of interior folding doors 
for the Mettyear Room, a key component of our design, will increase our 
flexibility in relation to the space we can offer various groups.

To sum up, our strategy for the first year is to run a series of exploratory 
activities and to gauge response to these while at the same time being open 
to suggestions regarding the public use of the building and the Reserve.  In 
this way we plan to bring to people with us rather than firing off in a variety of 
different and potentially conflicting directions.
 
Finally, the Trustees are also proud to have kept the administrative expenses 
to a minimum due to the huge amount of voluntary work and support given by 
the Trustees to the many projects and the careful application for appropriate 
funding through grants.
 
Patricia Rigg, Chair RLWT on behalf of the Trustees 12.2.11

We hope our firewalkers look as 
jolly as this after their fundraising 
efforts. Come and cheer them 
on and enjoy the fun. The actual 
‘firewalk’ is scheduled to start at 
8.30pm



Ranger’s Report - February 2011

• Tree works – During mid February, 35 trees adjacent to 
the Winterbourne  stream received attention, including pollarding, 
coppicing, dead wood removal and crown lifting. This was the result of a 
tree inspection which identified a number of trees that were dangerous 
adjacent to footpaths. The works will prolong the life of the trees, which 
included crack willow, ash, sycamore, and elm. There is an added 
benefit of increased light to the Winterbourne stream, encouraging 
plant life within the water.
The work also involved re-pollarding our largest Railway Poplar in the 
woodland next to the woodland circle seat. 

• JMB – The JMB have been working on a campaign to 
increase awareness amongst dog walkers about the dangers and 
unpleasantness of dog mess. The campaign has involved designing 
a poster (the first of several), which has been printed on magnetic 
material, and put on the red disk on the entrance gate. 
The JMB have also held a very successful meeting with local dog 
walkers to begin a discussion with the dog walking community about 
how the problem can be improved. 
As well as dog mess, the JMB are discussing other ways in which dogs 
impact on the site, including disturbance of wildlife. However, they are 
also finding out that many dog walkers are very regular visitors to the 
site (as much as twice per day in some cases), making them a very 
important cultural resource for the site. 

• Tree planting – A tree planting programme is taking place on 
the Railway Land, along a short section of embankment, to the north 
east of the site. An area of 400m2  of buddleia has been cleared, and 
several hundred 2 year old trees have been planted in its place. The 
species are all native, including wild service, yew, holly, hawthorne, 
spindle and many more. Some of the trees have been grown by 
Brighton’s “Special Branch” project, based at Stanmer Park, which is a 
community project involving trees grown from locally gathered seed.
 
• New signage – The entrance board at the main gate has reached 
the end of its life, and the Ranger is currently getting quotations for a 
replacement. 

• Wildlife phenology: During these past couple of weeks, we 
have begun to see the annual amphibian movements taking place, 
and the ponds are currently alive with breeding frogs, toads and newts. 
A particularly  good place to see the is from the wooden bridge at 
Leighside Pond in the woods. The timing of the changing of the seasons 
is particularly interesting in assessing if the climate is changing, and 
this study of the emergence of seasonal changes is called phenology. 
The Woodland Trust has a web site called Natures Calendar, in which 
the public are encouraged to report signs of the changing seasons 
– such as first signs of frog spawn, the first bumble etc. 

The web site address is www.naturescalendar.org.uk We are 
encouraging people to take part in this nationwide study, and the 
Community Ranger is working on ways in which this data could be 
used locally on the Railway Land. 

Dan Ross

J M B 
m e m b e r s 
fixing their 
first dog 
w a l k e r s 
sign to the 
e n t r a n c e 
gate



John Parry’s Column

We have almost done it!  The access path is nearing completion; the hoarding 
will come down on 5th March; our rock sponsors will be introduced to their 
rocks on 6th March; the folding doors are arriving on 10th March; Sussex 
Wildlife Trust are on their way; the Ouse Angels, TTL and the Inside Outside 
Playgroup are taking up their slots; Priory School has had its first of many visits; 
we have run an art exhibition which wowed 900 visitors; the adults with learning 
disabilities have ’ moved in’ very successfully – slowly but surely the Linklater 
Pavilion is opening.

And that is how we want it to be – a steady, controlled opening with different 
groups, expectations and demands – so that we learn how to be become an 
effective and caring social enterprise.  And make no doubt, that is what we are 
and that is what we will always be – a not for profit social enterprise trying to 
make a difference in its community, embracing a variety of travellers along the 
way, breaking new ground when we can, neither pompous nor complacent, 
built in the steady knowledge of local support hard won over many years.

One point that has already struck us as a result of several comments from 
users is our importance as a neutral space.  Many different groups will be 
able to convene in the Linklater in their own right – we are neither council nor 
business owned – we are a community resource and we treasure such a role. 
We will have our views but we are not a campaigning body – others in Lewes 
do that only too well – instead, we will try to lead by example when we can and 
act as a hub for environmental  thinking and well being. 

As we move from building site to functional building, it is only right to offer a 
huge  thanks  to Martin Fox who has done such a wonderful  job on the paths 
and to the Winner group for providing expensive plant to help him do it.  The 
site will look a bit harsh for a while, as indeed Heart of Reeds once did, but it 
will grass up in time and  become a lot softer at the edges – it just needs a bit 
of time.  Martin has been helped throughout by David Sykes who introduced  
Martin to us in the first place and I was delighted to grab a shot of David, Anne 
Parry, Peter Mettyear and Martin during work on a miserable Saturday.  Later, 
we were helped by volunteers  Pru Rankin Smith and her son Anthony, Pat 
Rigg, Pat Sexton, Giles Dickens and two members of South Street Bonfire - 
Fraser and Esther – many, many thanks to all of them.

Dan has been working on the entrance and ’approach’ too with the splendid 
new picket fence and gate which has been commandeered by the Junior 
Management Board for a dog mess sign.  The Board recently met 4 dog walkers 
and conducted an excellent exchange on how we can best cater for dogs.  I 
am so proud of the JMB – they are wonderful young people of talent and fun 
– and they take their role so seriously.  We are indeed privileged to know them 
and to have their views.

As indeed we are of the Nature Corridors for All group – they are going from 
strength to strength as they find their feet in their new home.  We should thank 
Intersport at this point, because an equipment  bag that had become too worn 
was very kindly replaced by Intersport shown in the photo on the right.

And so as we head for Spring, I think we can all justly be just a tad proud of 
ourselves – we have pulled it off against the odds, making new friends along 
the way.  We have laid the foundations for debate, action, argument and wit. 
Thank you .
John Parry,  Founder Trustee

A ‘winning’ team! above Martin 
and Dave using the equipment 
generously lent by the Winner 
Group and below - in atrocious 
weather - the barrowboys and girl 
get stuck in!

A group of the participants 
celebrate the hoarding being 
removed at the path entrance. 
Now the Linklater can just about  
be seen from Cliffe Bridge - we 
can’t wait for the 6th March!

Robert Cash holds the new bag 
from Intersport - perfect for the 
camera equipment.

Gradually it is all coming together.



were battle dead from 1264. I still think that this is a 
sound theory, but Christopher Whittick of the County 
Record Office has suggested they might well have 
come from an ossuary into which the burials from a 
pre-Conquest minster on the Priory site were tidied 
away....If we can find a few grammes of bone, of 
course, the question can be easily settled by carbon 
dating. 

So if anyone can help narrow the search down a 
little, or suggest a cost-effective way of excavating 
below a busy railway line, I would be profoundly 
grateful....    Jon Gunson 

Founder Sponsors of the Linklater 
Pavilion

Ground Source heat pump and 
photovoltaics sponsored by the 
Lottery

Have you ever worked on a gobbet? If the answer is 
‘yes’, the chances are that you once studied Classics 
or History. For a gobbet is “a small snatch of source 
material, set for students to comment on - explaining its 
context and significance”. It’s a venerable, traditional 
pedagogic exercise!  

Gobbets are described in an on-line article by Mary 
Beard, professor of classics at Cambridge and classics 
editor of the TLS. They seem a perfect summation of 
Jon’s pieces for the newsletters, so I give you....

Gunson’s ‘Gobbet’

The modern approach to reserve 
management is strategic, 
rather than tactical. Partly this 
is because small gene pools 
lead to unhealthy populations, 
and partly because any realistic 
plan for the future has to take account of the effects 
of climate change. Coping with this on an isolated 
reserve would be like children trying to defend a 
sandcastle on the beach. However, unlike the wise 
and witty Danish king, we can hold back the tide....or 
at least, if many of us work together, we may be able 
to limit the rise in sea level. And this is why we have 
built the Linklater Pavilion, not just to study climate 
change, but to look for solutions for the problems it 
will bring. And is bringing.
 
Now, the Pavilion has various clever bits of kit, to limit 
its carbon footprint, and demonstrate to others that 
they can do the same. Let’s face it, though: even with 
grants and feed in tariffs, photovoltaic panels and 
ground-source heat pumps are not cheap, especially 
if retro-fitted. Times are hard,and money is scarce, so 
I can understand people thinking: well, I can’t do that, 
so I probably can’t do anything. On the other hand 
there is a basic theorem which underlies the whole 
concept of sustainability, and it goes like this: it doesn’t 
matter if you have a low-energy bulb, or 150 watts of 
incandescence, as long as you don’t turn it on. So 
look around the house, and think like a draughtbuster. 
Are those pipes lagged? Do you need that airbrick? If 
you are not using your chimney, block it up...and if you 
are, burn wood, not coal, it’s carbon neutral. A cloth 
sausage stuffed with old tights will fit snugly along the 
bottom of the door, and a curtain over that same door 
will save an extraordinary amount of heat. Put on a 
sweater, buy some woolly slippers, collect beautiful 
old rugs, and close the window curtains at dusk. Not 
only is most of this inexpensive, it will actually save 
you money. And the blue tits, the slow worms and 
butterflies will thank you for it.
 
In the last Newsletter I mentioned the old bones 
buried in the railway embankment, and said that these 
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