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Editorial

This is Newsletter number 75 and it is now 25 years since 
the original idea for a ‘wildlife park’ was launched. A cause 
for celebration - our very own Silver Jubilee! Do come along 
between 2-6pm on the 2nd June and join in the free festival 
organised by the RLWT and Lewes District Council. 

Our summer Sunday afternoon openings of the Linklater  
started on the 6th May, thanks to the small army of volunteers 
who answered the call for help. We look forward to seeing 
you, showing you the new exhibits in the undercroft and the 
bees (see page 10 for news of exciting developments in the 
hive this month). In May, Sunday visitors will be invited to 
join in creating the community compass mosaic project (pg 
9) and in June the nature’s tapestry project will be unveiled.

The summary of the bird life observed during 2011 makes 
fascinating reading, and on one afternoon walk in mid 
April, I was thrilled to see a dramatic aerial display by the 
peregrin falcons, and the ravens. Both pairs were making 
the most of powerful updraughts along the cliff face, and two raven fledglings clung to their ledge as 
the adults showed off. Coming back across the Chilly Brook bridges we briefly disturbed the heron 
and an egret fishing in the ditch in front of the signal box. Back at the Linklater the perky goldfinches 
were queuing up for their turn on the feeder that hangs at first floor level above the path.

Thank you to all of you who have renewed your membership using the forms printed in the February 
newsletter. If you haven’t yet renewed your membership, please use the form printed in this edition, 
on page12. Do please email me or call if you wish to check your membership status. Contact details 
are printed on pg 10.

Many of you ask if there are ways in which you or your children can become involved in the 
work of the Trust. Here are some suggestions:
For those of you who want to do physical activity and conservation work, please join the Meadow 
Minders group led by Dan Ross the LDC Community Ranger and Trustee Jon Gunson, they meet 
on the first Sunday of every month at 1.30 at the Railway Gate entrance. For more details ring Dan 
on 484408. 
The Sunday afternoon volunteers - the public face of the Trust are led by Geoff Bush, contact him 
by email g_bush@sky.com or call into his Lewes Framers workshop in Walwers Lane between 10-
2pm. 
Anne Parry is in need of cake-makers and helpers - for the RLWT tea and cake stall she is running 
on June 2nd - if you  love baking and can help, please contact her on 01273-471332.  

Enjoy your Reserve!             Pat Rigg
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Director’s Report
In 1987, the notion of an urban wildlife park and nature reserve was a bit new but thank goodness so 
many of us called for it - which led the way, with Lewes District Council, in establishing a community 
space, now served by a magnificent building,  of which we can all be proud.

Twenty five years ago on 3rd April our aspiration for a ‘wildlife park’ hit the headlines of the Sussex 
Express and almost to the month on 2nd June, we will celebrate that fact and I hope that all members 
will do what they can to publicise our Festival. 

The response to our call for exhibitors has been fantastic with 50 different contributors ranging from 
the South Downs National Park Authority to a puppet show.  It will be a truly magnificent 25 year 
celebration of the land as an open space and we hope as many people as possible will come and 
enjoy the event which has been co-ordinated brilliantly by volunteer Vicky Lawrence of whom more 
in our next Newsletter!  

Credit must also go to Dan Ross, Trevor Watson and Matthew Bird from Lewes District Council who 
have been such a pleasure to work with on the planning group.

We are urging as many people as possible to look in their photo collections and if they have any 
photos of the Railway Land site from around 1987, to drop them in to Trevor Watson at the Lewes 
District Council re-cycling centre in North Street so that they can be scanned and returned.  The idea 
is to build up a picture that explores the economic, social and environmental drivers from 1987 to the 
present time and into the future. Alternatively, photo contributions can be emailed to:
festival@railwaylandproject.org
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On another tack, I am keen to now ‘close the file’ so to speak on the list of donors for the Linklater 
Pavilion.  I have deliberately waited to make sure that we record everyone who contributed and the 
signs in both Reception and the Mettyear Room have remained in draft for a year.

Could you if possible over the next month and including the 2nd June Festival take the trouble to 
double check either your name or others before we finally send the names for making permanent 
signs of thanks to all the people who so generously supported the project

And what a project – we are still working our passage but the Linklater is used by many groups 
now, we have a superb relationship with Priory School and the University of Sussex which is going 
to lead to some exciting developments later in the year, we are establishing good contacts with 
the Primary schools, we have a splendid band of volunteers now that will open the Undercroft on 
summer Sunday afternoons; Tom Crossett, Rory Mortimore, Alan Rae and Ian Brown are working 
incredibly hard at creating some magnificent and challenging displays in the Undercroft; we are 
supporting a unique and desperately important education research project in Madagascar as well 
as a family wildlife course in Lewes and we are attracting the attention of one or two national bodies 
that will be visiting us in the next few weeks.

That’s not bad and it’s thanks in large part to your support and enthusiasm and goodwill – so let’s 
have a really great summer, enjoy our space and nudge some thinking along the way in relation to 
wildlife, biodiversity, sustainability , energy and water use.

John Parry

list of donors of specific 
items displayed in the 
Mettyear Room

part of the sign in Reception
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Railway Land goes into print
Lewes Printmakers are a group of all-comers who now have a new home and make their 
individual work with Carolyn Trant at the Linklater Pavilion. 
 
Having an ecological theme already in mind, it seemed obvious to devote our 2012 volume to the 
Railway Land and to enable the artist/printers to enjoy landscape and wildlife subjects rather than 
the buildings featured in our previous five publications.
 
We work with lino and wood cutting and engraving, dry point, collagraphs and monoprints. 
 
The series of books are communal projects which add a further dimension to the group’s work of 
the year. The Railway Land is our sixth book about Lewes; the previous ones were 
• High Street (2004), 
• Cliffe (2005), 
• Public House (2007), 
• Tom Paine In Lewes - (for the Festival celebrating the 200th anniversary of his death in 2009) 

and 
• Around the Block, a walk around Lewes with Gideon Mantell (2011).
 
As always, the choice of images is ultimately left to personal preference, and a degree of artistic 
license is integral to the project. Likewise with the text, although compiled and checked in this 
case in conjunction with the Railway Land Wildlife Trust and Dan Ross, the Lewes District Council 
Ranger.

Some supporters of our volumes 
come from quite far afield. Many 
Lewes children have grown up with 
the developments on the land and 
understand the site and value it. Now 
many students come into Lewes 
schools and colleges from further away, 
and we hope they will get a chance 
to read this and to come to love and 
respect the project too. The site affords 
many freedoms which depend upon 
mutual respect and understanding.
 
We look forward to extending our series, 
in the future, with a wider consideration 
of the River Ouse as it flows in and out 
of Lewes.

The book will be launched at the 
Linklater at 12 noon on 26th May 
and all are welcome.  There will be 
an exhibition of the work for the 
following week leading up to the 
Festival on 2nd June.

Carolyn Trant
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Bird Report - Review of the Railway Land Birds 2011
January: After a cold and very snowy December, the first bird survey of the year found small 
gangs of redwing and fieldfare on the Reserve, winter visitors from an even colder Scandinavia. 
A jay was seen in the woodland, and flocks of long-tailed tits, flitted about amongst the trees and 
on the former allotments. Large numbers of black-headed and herring gulls were here at the end 
of the month, as well a couple of (the less common) common gulls. 

February:  Mild and windy, unsettled but with some sunshine at last, bringing out our over-wintering 
warblers, the chiffchaffs, early in the month. A great spotted woodpecker was heard drumming 
with its bill on a branch in the woodland and this was a good time to hear and see large numbers 
of the bigger birds; wood pigeons, feral doves, jackdaws, the occasional rook, some carrion crows 
and many magpies, easy to locate high up in the bare trees, and as they fly over, calling raucously 
to one another. Waxwings were in southern Britain in unusually large numbers and a small flock 
were seen briefly during a bird survey in February.

March:  Wet and cold at first, dry and warmer in the second half of the month. Peregrine falcon, 
sparrow hawk, and common buzzard were all recorded this month, each one as it flew over the 
Reserve. In the Heart of Reeds two water-rail were seen, beautifully camouflaged birds that are 
not easy to spot as they lurk warily in the reeds. A treecreeper, mouse-sized and dark brown and 
white, was seen scuttling up the trunk of a willow by the Winterbourne.

    

April:  Unseasonably warm and very dry as our summer visitors arrived.  More chiffchaff and 
blackcap (some our own overwintering birds) were recorded in early April as were willow warblers 
and a reed warbler;  by the end of the month they were joined by whitethroat, singing their 
jumbly, musical breeding song as they perched on the reeds.  On 27th April the first cuckoo was 
recorded, having been heard and seen as it flew over the Heart of Reeds. Throughout the month, 
everywhere in the Reserve, wrens were loudly yelling their own, distinctive, cascade of notes.  

May:   Still warm and continuing dry.  The first swallow was spotted flying over the Reserve on the 
3rdMay.   In the Heart of Reeds there were now reed bunting and sedge warblers alongside the 
more numerous whitethroat.  On the meadows a little egret was noted for the first time this year, 
and was then seen regularly. The jay was seen and the treecreeper was again out in the open, 
near to the Winterbourne, spiralling its way up a willow, probing the bark for insects.

June:  Showery and windy and with warm, sunny spells. House martins joined the swallows and 
were (almost) the last of the summer arrivals to be recorded. On the brooks mallard and moorhen 
were out in force and heron were usually seen poised in position over their chosen ditches.  A 
kingfisher put in a fleeting appearance, and was then seen throughout the summer and on into the 
autumn. Both our usual species of woodpecker were either seen or heard this month, the laughter 
of the green woodpecker and the ‘kick kick’ of the greater spotted woodpecker.

water rail        tree creeper



greater  spotted woodpecker               green woodpecker
 

July: Unsettled weather but getting warmer.  There was lively action in the 
Heart of Reeds and on 3rd July as many as seventeen reed warblers were 
seen and heard, chattering and chirring, a song full of ‘rrr’ and ‘zzz’s.  A 
common sandpiper made an appearance on the river bank towards the end 

of the month and a lesser whitethroat was noticed skulking on the adjacent water meadows. Both 
these notable sightings were made on an early morning walk, possibly before the dog walkers had 
got going. Many dunnock, song thrush, starling and blackbird were also recorded.

August: A quiet month, as birds rearing young were resting quietly and having a good moult. The 
reed beds were now very much calmer and the ubiquitous gulls had completely deserted the area, 
Three linnet were seen in the former allotments.  

September:  Families of blackbird, blue tit, great tit, robin, wren and chiffchaff, including many 
young birds, were now out an about and large numbers were recorded. There are about 35 
nestboxes on the Reserve and almost every box is successfully used. Grey wagtails were seen 
near the Linklater Pavilion, another sighting made on an early morning walk when few people and 
dogs were about. 

grey wagtail     pied wagtail

October:  The woodlands and former allotments were alive with birds this month. As well as 
goldfinches and chaffinches all three species of tit, blue, great and the dainty longtailed variety, 
were busily feeding in their various ways. 

November:  Two goldcrest and the elusive treecreeper were recorded, perhaps more easily seen 
now that trees and undergrowth are losing their leaves.  A single pheasant made an appearance 
as did a pied wagtail on the sidings. Pied wagtails are fairly common birds in open country but only 
seem to be seen on the Reserve in the winter months. A green sandpiper was seen by the river.

December:  Water-rail were heard in the vicinity of the dipping pond.  They grunt and squeal like 
piglets as they furtively skirt through the reeds. A small flock of greenfinches was spotted near the 
old signal box.  The goldcrest were still around, now seen in the woodland near to the Leighside 
ponds.  A flock of goldfinch was also to be seen, busy on the teasle seed heads on the sidings.  As 
a finale to the year a female goosander put in an exotic appearance, swimming with the mallard 
on the river near to the Linklater Pavilion.

Total species on the Railway Land :  65 bird species seen in 2011          All images © RSPB

Chris Roach, Leonie Mercer  and the Lewes Railway Land Bird Group
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Railway Land Ranger  
Spring Report 
Footpath repairs – we have resurfaced our disabled 
access path from the main entrance on Railway 
Lane, and round part of the reedbed area. Thanks 
to the South Downs National Park Authority for a 
grant that contributed to funding this work.
Dog mess awareness week – during the week 
of the 16th April, staff from Lewes District 
Council including Rangers, Animal Wardens, 
and Community Wardens erected temporary signage and patrolled the Railway Land from early 
morning till dusk. Staff spoke to anyone visiting the site with a dog, to raise the profile of dog mess 
on the site, and encourage dog owners to pick up after their dogs. Most dog walkers are very 
sensible and supportive, but one or two do not pick up, and cause problems for everyone else. 
Staff were educating the public, and drawing them to the attention of the possible fixed penalty 
fines that can be given to those who do not pick up. 
Reptile survey – last summer’s reptile survey will be continuing into this summer. Last year’s results 
were very good, identifying grass snakes, slow worms and common lizards present throughout the 
site. Thank you to all the volunteers who are running this project.
Tree weeding – work is currently taking place to weed around all tree saplings on the site, to 
help reduce competition for water between the young trees and weeds. We are being particularly 
assertive this year in reaction to the drought. 
Reedbed water levels – we are keeping water levels in the Reedbed high this year by leaving drop 
boards on the sluices in place, in response to the drought. This will ensure there is plenty of water 
for freshwater wildlife. It will however mean that our pond dipping area is out of action this year
Festival preparations – the planning for the  Railway Land Festival on the 2nd June 2012 is 
progressing well, and we look forward to a great event.              Dan Ross

Guided Walk: Dan Ross, the Ranger, will  be leading a ‘Rails and Reedbeeds’ walk around the 
reserve for members of the public at 10am on Sunday 17th June 2012. Anyone is welcome 
to join him.

Our Observation Beehive
The Queen was not to be seen.  Had she flown?  

I felt I needed to alert Francis Ratnieks and within hours he was round.  It seems that our Queen 
may have died, they live about 6 years, and so now we have a hive that is creating their own 
Queen. There is a large cell from which we believe the Queen will emerge on about 13th May.  
After being alive for about a week, she will mate in flight and will then start laying eggs 10 days or 
so after that.

The hive is amazing and leaves visitors of all ages from young children to sceptical teenagers 
open mouthed.  The generous funding by Harveys of the camera and large smart screen means 
that we get up close and personal to these amazing creatures and we are so grateful to Francis 
and his Sussex University team for all their support and expertise – including a few months ago a 
live webcast from Brazil, where Francis was continuing his research, and from where he ‘Skyped’ 
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Nature Tapestry takes shape
I am delighted to report that seven schools across East Sussex have been working together since 
October to create six large hexagonal patchwork tapestries as table throws for our 6 hexagonal 
tables.  Many pupils created 300 textile squares representing different species of plant, animal and 
insect found on the reserve.

When I put the idea to Priory School’s Anne Middlemass, she responded  enthusiastically and has 
led the project which has broken all expectations through the involvement of Firle C E Primary 
School, Iford & Kingston C E Primary School, Rodmell C E Primary School and Priory School, St 
Pancras Catholic Primary School, South Malling C E Primary School and Southover C E Primary 
School, 

‘It has been a pleasure’ said Anne, ‘to have led such a wonderful community project which has 
involved so many local young people ranging in ages from 5 to 16. Their enthusiasm and creativity 
has been truly amazing. This has been a fantastic learning experience, where students have 
found out about the wide range of species we have in our locality, and how nature’s designs can 
be applied in textiles. Huge thanks to all participating schools and to four members of the Ouse 
Valley Quilters who have so kindly volunteered to help sew up the tapestries’.

Laura Van Dyke said on behalf of her Priory Year 10 Textiles class, ‘The project gave us loads of 
experience of different textiles techniques such as batik, printing and appliqué.  We feel privileged 
to been involved in this experience and look forward to coming back to the Linklater and the 
Reserve in the future’. Sophie Sedar, also at Priory added, ‘my favourite thing in doing this project 
was taking part in something for the community. I learned a lot about all the animals and plants 
that live in the nature reserve.’

This is all part of the education  building blocks I am steadily putting in place now and the research 
and skills that have gone into the project have been superb – some schools included parents and 
grandparents working alongside classes and it has been a wonderful way of introducing different 
generations to some of the treasures that are on our doorstep. 

The six tapestries will be 
unveiled at the opening of 
the Railway Land Festival at 
2pm on Saturday 2nd June 
and we owe a huge thanks 
not only to all the children but 
also to Anne Middlemass and 
quilters  Maggie North, Julia 
Cockell, Heather Downie and 
Kathryn Greig. 

John Parry
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Our Community Compass Mosaic
One of the problems of success and increased access is that people are bringing more dirt into the 
Linklater and so for a while we have been planning to have flagstones at the bottom of the steps 
to help get stones and mud off people’s shoes.

I have also noticed that people are often interested to know where due South is in relation to our 
photovoltaic cells as well as the position of North.

Enter Maia Eden and what has turned out to be our community compass mosaic.  

For three Sunday afternoons, starting on 6th May, the 
public will be invited to help Maia assemble the mosaic 
in the Undercroft in time for an official unveiling at our 
Festival on 2nd June.

Roger Beasley and Martin Fox are quietly delighted 
with the deal they have managed in sourcing the stone 
and Martin has taken great care in how best to set 
the mosaic and to make sure that North is pointing to 
where it should!

The mosaic, which will be immediately in front of the 
entrance to the Undercroft, depicts the 4 elements 
in interesting ways and includes hints at the effect of 
climate change.  The central number of 25 celebrates 
the first 25 years of the Railway Land as an open public 
space which is represented by some of our more iconic 
species on site such as kingfisher and great diving 
beetle.
My hope is that in addition to providing a compass 
direction it will be a ‘talking piece’ related to our future 
direction of the next 25 years.         John Parry

Left: John Parry places the 
foundation stone on the 
community compass mosaic in 
the undercroft of the Linklater on 
Sunday 6th May.

Right: visitors turn up during 
the the first Sunday opening 
afternoon and join in. 

Do come down with 
family and friends on 
Sunday 13th and 20th 
and add your pieces of 
stone to this permanent 
artwork 
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Railway Land Images 2013.
The Trust will be running a second photo competition 
in 2013. 

The new categories for 2013 are:-
•	 Railway Land over the years - Photos taken 
on or of the Railway Land from any time to capture its 
history and how it has changed over the years.
•	 People on the Railway Land - Photos that 
capture the enjoyment of the many people who visit 
the Railway Land regularly, or every so often.  These 
photos must be taken during 2012.
•	 Railway Land over the seasons - Photos that 
show the seasonal changes of one of the habitats that 
is home to the wildlife on a permanent basis or as migrant visitors. These photos must be taken 
during 2012.

The two age groups are:   Adult  (over 16 at 1.1.13), Youngsters (under 16 at 1.1.13)

Prizes: Each age group in each category will win a small prize.   Visitors to the competition 
exhibition will be again be asked to vote for their favourite photo in each category, the three 
favourites winning prizes.

Dates and entry:  The closing date for entries is Monday 21th January 2013.  Entry forms will 
be available from November 2012.  All details will be on the RLWT website The competition 
exhibition will be held from Saturday 9th to Sunday 24th February 2013, at the Linklater Pavilion.

Summer Patterson’s photo 
was the people’s choice 
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Dates for your diary

Undercroft opening:  Every Sunday afternoon throughout the summer between 2-5pm  
- enjoy the changing exhibitions; the Community Compass Mosaic, the Lewes Wave Moth and 
Kingfisher displays; the bee observation hive;  Signal Box opening - 24th June 2-5pm

Community Compass Mosaic launch - and press photo at 3.30pm  on Friday, 25th May 

Lewes Printmakers Railway Land book launch - noon on Saturday, 26th May

Exhibition of prints - 26th May - 1st June in Mettyear room and Foyer

Priory School Activity Week - Monday 28th May - 1st June

Railway Land 25 year Festival - Saturday, 2nd June 2-6pm

Conservation work with the Meadow Minders Group - at 1.30pm Sunday, 3rd June 

‘Rails and Reedbeds’ - guided walk with LDC Ranger Dan Ross - 10am, Sunday 17th June

Transition Town / Ovesco Lewes Energy Fair Saturday, 30th June

Conservation work with the Meadow Minders Group - at 1.30pm Sunday, 1st July 

Marc Greco exhibition - launch Friday, 13th July

Marc Greco exhibition Saturday, 14th July -  Sunday, 22nd July

Conservation work with the Meadow Minders Group - at 1.30pm Sunday, 5th August 

The festival will be launched at 1400 by the unveiling 
of 6 Nature Tapestry hexagons made up of 286 
wildlife images of the Railway Land by pupils from:
• St Pancras Catholic Primary School
• South Malling C E Primary School
• Firle C E Primary School
• Iford & Kingston C E Primary School
• Southover C E Primary School
• Rodmell C E Primary School
• Priory School

Pond dipping
Bees
Mapping the Future
Solar Car Racing
Tea & Cake
Harveys Beer

L e w e s 

R a i l wa y 

L a n d

Festival 2012

Saturday 2nd June 2-6pm

Entry free
New Things from Old Things
Willow Weaving
Recycling and Composting
Sheep & Wine
Green Roofs
Wildflower	Meadows

Energy
Music & Minstrels
Flints & Fossil
RSPB
Tasty Local Food
Naturegain
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The Linklater Pavilion – Centre for the Study of Environmental Change
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Membership Renewal  / Application 

Name:.............................................................................................................................

Address:.........................................................................................................................

Town:.....................................   Post Code:.....................................

Tel No:............................................ email:......................................................................

I wish to  become a member / renew my membership of the Railway Land Wildlife Trust (RLWT) and 
receive quarterly newsletters and make the following payments

Annual membership £10 (minimum per household) £…………………… 

Donation towards RLWT funds     £……………………

 I would like to receive newsletters by email (tick if applicable)
 note: receiving newsletters by email frees up £1.20 of your subscription for other RLWT projects and services

 I understand that the information I have provided above will be retained for membership records 
only; held securely and only processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998

Gift Aid declaration

Please treat
 the enclosed gift as a Gift Aid donation OR

 all gifts of money that I make today and in the future as Gift Aid donations OR

 please do NOT claim Gift Aid on this donation

Signed:..........................................   date:...................................

You must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or capital Gains Tax for the year (6 April one year to 5 April the next) that is at least equal to 
the amount of tax that RLWT will reclaim on your gift.

Please notify RLWT in due course if you  q Want to cancel this declaration q Change your name or home address or 
     q  No longer pay sufficient tax on your income or capital gains

Tax claimed by the Charity - the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 you give on or after 2008

If you pay Income Tax at the higher rate, you must include all your gift Aid donations on your Self assessment tax return if you want to 
receive the additional tax relief due to you

Please return this form to:  Pat Rigg, 9 Barn Stables, De Montfort Rd, Lewes BN7 1ST   
Tel: 01273-487798 -  email: rigg@patspur.demon.co.uk


