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 Editorial
‘Everything comes to those who wait!’ The last 
few months of any large project are often stressful 
and frustrating, as all parties try to get things right 
from their perspective.  Completion of the Linklater 
Pavilion was due on April 30th. We have been waiting 
for resolution of some difficulties - (explained in more 
detail by John Parry on page 9), before we prepare for 
opening. This phase will be led by Trustee Dave Sykes, 
who is already making fittings for installation.

While John concentrates on driving the Pavilion 
building project forward and planning for its use, 
I’ve been elected as Chair of the Trust. As always the 
management committee is very supportive in taking 
up roles that further the aims of the Trust. We have 
a sub group - Chris Ient, and new Trustee Jean Cash 
- working on the week of events, culminating in our 
grand opening on 16th October (see pg 2 & 7) and a 
schools planning group (see pg 12).

Dan Ross,  the community Ranger,  leads the 
Management Committee on a yearly site walk, and 
we were blessed with a gloriously golden evening 
on the 16th June. There were several walkers, some 
with their dogs at 7pm, and someone reading - sitting 
on the log bench that overlooks the meadows. I’ve 
noticed this is a favourite spot for many, and Dan 
explained that he’ll be trimming some of the fast 
growing hawthorn and buddleia along the path to 
retain the sightlines here. The ditch work on Chilly 
Brook has resulted in enhanced biodiversity and Dan 
confirmed that this area is ‘the jewel of the reserve’…

how proud Anne Grantham would have been to hear 
this. She gave the land to the Trust in 1987, and now, 
23 years on, we are reaping the benefit of prudent 
conservation work rooted in careful research and paid 
for by your continuing membership and generous 
support.  The Trust has always applied for grants to 
fund major projects, and will continue to do so, but as 
we approach the end  of our marathon fund raising to 
construct the Pavilion, we are aware of the need to pay 
for the fixtures and fittings that will make it a brilliant 
experience for all visitors. We are appealing to local 
grant givers and businesses to help us financially or 
in kind, but we need everyone’s help - and renewing 
your membership is crucial for us. 
Seeing the building from the inside motivates people’s 
generosity and wish to help. On 22nd May over 180 
people got their first glimpse of the unfinished building 
on the guided tours which were fully booked all day. 
They were full of admiration for the space, upstairs 
and in the undercroft.“It certainly has the WOW 
factor!” “I’m amazed at how light it is downstairs.” 
“Fantastic views” “It’s like the tardis!” were just a 
few of the comments. When visitors  experienced the 
available space - they could start to see themselves 
using the building 
in a variety of ways. 
This digital image of 
how the space will 
look when carpeted 
was provided by 
Interflor Carpets.

In newsletter 67, John Parry described the partnerships 
we have already set up and hinted at future relationships 
once the building is operational. The Wonderful 
Wildlife Festival held in partnership with LDC was 
a brilliant example of successful collaboration. The 
Trust’s organiser was Liz Williams, Dan Ross led 
the LDC input supported by Ann Spike, and Cllr 
David Gray provided the financial backing for the 
infrastructure of the event, for example, the hiring of 
marquees, advertising and other costs. Many of the 
activities were funded and run by volunteers from 
the RLWT and other organisations like Sussex Ouse 
Conservation Society, Sussex Wildlife Trust, and the 
RSPB. We thank everyone who made the event such a 
success - attracting about 2000 people to the Reserve.             
Pat Rigg, Editor



The Meadow Minders  meet on the first Sunday of 
every month, at 1.30pm, by the railway gate.  A chance 
to do active conservation work led by Trustee Jon 
Gunson of the RLWT  and Dan Ross, Community 
Ranger. 

Please wear stout footwear;  tools and gardening 
gloves are provided. The tasks are varied and suit all 
ages and capabilities. The next dates will be August 
1st, September 5th, October 3rd, November 7th.

Contact Dan Ross on 01273-484408 for more 
information & other opportunities for conservation 

Dates for your Diary

Friday 8th October: 
Artemis Arts 2000 Flood Memory Exhibition opens 
in Foundry Gallery, Market Lane.
Saturday 9th October: 
10am - 1pm, 2pm - 5pm - Linklater Pavilion Open 
Day  Free Guided Pavilion Tours. 
Tuesday 12th October: Flood Memory Picnic 
Artemis Arts & RLWT bring your own family picnic 
4pm Railway Land Reserve, with free access to flood 
photo exhibition in Undercroft.
Friday 15th October: 
‘Lewes floods, past present and future’ 
Talk by Dr John Boardman and others Venue Town 
Hall  7.30pm (TBC) Tickets £5 include a glass of 
wine.
Saturday 16th October 
2 - 4.30pm Celebration Opening of Linklater 
Pavilion. Ticket availability see article pg 7.

Minders Work Programme

I think I made some rash promise 
to write about invasive species on 
the Railway Land, and of course, 
the subject is too big and too 
complex to be dealt with here...
also, perhaps, too controversial. 
Here are a few thoughts on the 
subject, anyway.
 
Rabbits...or, more properly, conies, rabbits being 
originally the juveniles, now called kits....seem to have 
been introduced by the Normans, who served them 
above the salt. Upper Rise was granted to St Pancras 
Priory as a warren, by the Warrens, which must have 
confused all concerned. After nine hundred years or 
so the rabbit fits well into the English countryside: a 
serious pest to farmers and gardeners, but a valuable 
source of protein for stoats, foxes, badgers, buzzards 
and crows. Useful on the reserve because they graze 
back young brambles and rank weeds, allowing more 
delicate flowers to establish themselves.
 
Unfortunately they will not touch our most invasive 
plant species. Students of Tolkien will recall that 
Aragorn and his Rangers kept the wilderness free of 

Jon Gunson’s Observations

Sauron’s minions: we rely on our Rangers, Dan and 
Thyone, to hold back the threatening tide of Japanese 
Knotweed. It can be killed off with glyphosate, and 
patience, but there are established colonies on the 
banks of the Cockshut, waiting for our guard to drop. 
Plenty of Himalayan Balsam, too, at the entrance to 
Railway Land Meadows.
 
Marsh frogs were released into Romney Marsh by a 
damn fool in 1934; they are now established there, and 
in the Brooks. Conservationists loathe them, because 
though they seem to prefer ponds and ditches that 
common frogs avoid, they are a voracious predator. 
Others consider them part of the ambience of the 
brooklands. I am not that fussed either way, myself, 
except on a hot summer’s night with the bedroom 
window open.
 
Having mentioned a mammal, a plant, and and 
amphibian, I suppose I should find an invasive bird 
species, but we don’t get parakeets, Canada geese or 
ruddy ducks. Can anyone object to the little egret, 
little owl, or collared dove? The emphasis with birds 
seems to be on re-introducing species we have lost...
which reminds me: the ethics of all this are more 
complicated than you might think. Last summer I was 
lucky enough to accompany an expert on water plants 
as she rummaged through our water meadow ditches, 
identifying obscure rushes and starworts. I asked 
her if there were any species that should have been 
present, and suggested that we might be able to bring 
them back. She gave me what we might call an old-
fashioned look. ‘That is not botany’ she said. ‘That is 
gardening’.



Wonderful Wildlife Festival 
a huge success

This event held on 22nd May 2010 was organised 
by Lewes Railway Land Wildlife Trust and Lewes 
District Council. Particular thanks must go to Dan 
Ross who masterminded the events on the day, Liz 
Williams who set up the whole programme and 
Cllr David Gray whose funding made the event 
possible.

There was a bonanza of free activities for children 
and adults, who were encouraged to learn about 
flowers,  seeds, trees, fossils, dragonflies, moths, 
birds, mammals and pondlife on the Reserve and to 
consult experts from many different societies and 
groups - who gave their services free.

The opportunity to make willow dragonflies and 
butterflies was siezed with gusto, and many proudly 
posed near the main exit with their trophies. Parents 
literally got ‘stuck in’ with their children making 
butterfly masks and mobiles on pre cut templates, 
paints and glitter glue; completed flower and fossil 
quizzes; followed a bird recognition trail, and 
examined pond dipped cratures under powerful 
scopes 

The Knots of May danced and the Ouse Angels 
sang

Refreshments were provided by Hamsey School 
PTA and Ben the Butcher.

The sun shone, and nearly 2000 Lewsians had a ball 
- all for free! 

Photos taken by: 
Noelle McCormack 

from 
Frameworks4change.

co.uk.



Dave Sykes is now starting to plan the Pavilion fit-out 
in detail and we are very lucky to have such a talented 
and committed trustee.

Meanwhile, here is a flavour of his talents in the re--
serve when he helped out with restoring the raised 
footpath in Heart of Reeds.  You may remember that 
this was closed for a while because of the floods and 
it looked as if it might be a big repair job.

Dave had a good look and reckoned that with ‘a bit of 
a push here and there’, the raised walkway could be 
settled back into place.  And that is exactly what he 
did as this little sequence shows!       John Parry

Are you talented ? Do you have energy, and 
skills that are not being put to good use? 

We will need people who can turn their 
hand to a variety of practical tasks when 
we take over the Pavilion. We already have 
names and contact details on our files, but 
don’t be shy! Contact the editor by email 
or phone, and join our growing list of voluu
unteers.

(details on back page of this newsletter)

Every project needs a Dave!



We were delighted that Dan Ross negotiated 
compensation for damage to the metal gate by 
contractors and decided to use the proceeds to move 
our beloved Railway Crossing Gate. Kathy Jennings 
took this photo of Lewes District Council staff moving 
the gate from its old position behind the Pavilion to 
the end of Railway Lane in time for the 22nd May 

A close shave for the 
Railway Gate

event. They provided two sturdy oak posts and made 
an excellent job of it, ensuring that the concrete had 
time to dry out before re-hanging the gate. As part of 
the deal, the gate was to be repainted and the red dot 
sign re-sprayed. A win win situation...so we thought

Imagine my horror when at about 9am on  the 27th 
May I saw two men removing the posts and putting 
in their place thin metal poles to hang a replacement 
metal gate. I rang Dan who was out of Lewes on a 
course for the day, and then John, who came down on 
his bike - like a shot. It took some time to establish 
that the men were working on the wrong site and 
were, in fact, trespassing. They then tried to replace 
the posts and hang the gate immediately, but I am glad 
to tell you that a proper job has since been done, and 
the gate, as you can see above, is now sparkling and a 
fitting entrance point for the Reserve.         Pat Rigg

The Nature Corridors group have been visiting the 
Pavilion and saw the tables that have been given to 
the project by the University of Sussex.  They are 
trapezoidal which means that they can be put together 
in different combinations.

Said David, ‘We put all the tables together in one 
block so we can have a meeting and all talk to each 
other.  In the background you can see where the 
group’s hexagonal wild flowers will go.’

‘We can also move the tables around to create different 
groups,’ continued David.  For example, intervened 
Sam, ‘In this picture we have arranged the tables so it 
looks like we are sitting in a pub.’

Tables for the Pavilion



Finally, David commented that, ‘here we made a U 
shape so I could do a presentation.  I felt quite chuffed 
sitting there because I felt like the boss.’

We are very grateful to the University for their help to 
us in providing these excellent tables for such a fitting 
home.                  John  Parry

What about those Rocks!

The rocks have been bought and 
are  sitting in Ron Beck’s yard 
in Newhaven.  You can see he is 
waiting for the starting gun! 
As soon as we take proper 
possession of the Pavilion site we 
will be able to start the cladding of 
the lower walls. I have the emails 
you gave me when you sponsored 
your rocks, and I will email you as 

soon as we know when the work is due to start. Because 
of health and safety reasons we need to work carefully 
with Ron, but there will be photo opportunities and 
we hope some supervised participation in the cladding 
process.We are very much in the hands of the experts, 
but we want to make sure that those who want to be 
involved can enjoy seeing their rocks cemented in 
place.

I have added all the rock 
sponsors who have left 
email addresses to our 
mailing list this month, 
so I hope you enjoy this 
newsletter. 

Perhaps you will consider joining the Trust as full 
members if you haven’t already done so!

Glyndebourne Concert

Our latest addition to the board of Trustees, Jean Cash, 
has been quietly raising money for us for several 
years. She has signed up to easyfundraising.org.uk as 
her search engine for online shopping. Each time she 
logs on via their site she raises money for the Trust. It 
costs Jean nothing, and is a regular source of income. 
The big name retailers like John Lewes, Viking, Dell, 
PC World Vodaphone, BT, Travelodge and many 
more are all signed up to this scheme.
Please think about it when you next go online....

Easy Fundraising from home

Glyndebourne Opera Productions  presented Mozart’s 
Requiem, raising  money for Leo House & the Linklater 
Pavilion in their charity concert this year. It was a 
wonderful occasion - the singing divine, the weather 
perfect and lots of you there enjoying yourselves.  
Thanks to so many local people - the concert was a 
sell out. Each charity received £14,869.46, this was   
more than we had expected, a real bonus and boost for 
our morale, as the bills  for the building roll in.

Lord Healey, and representatives from the JMB and 
the Participants were on stage to introduce another of 
John Parry’s powerful visual presentations.

Our heartfelt thanks to Gus Christie, the Glyndebourne 
team who provide their services for free, and to 
Trustee Tessa George who first suggested an approach 
to Glyndebourne



An Invitation from our Patron Lord Healey and the Trustees
Your presence is requested......

On the 16th October, we plan to hold a 
celebration for our sponsors, supporters 
and members as we formally open the 
Linklater Pavilion. We want you there!

Entry will be by invitation and ticket only, and we plan 
to use both levels of the building to accommodate all 
who want to be present. We have restrictions on the 
numbers allowed upstairs, because of fire regulations. 
Therefore we have organised with the help of Trustee 
Andy Bradley, a live feed onto large screens in 
the undercroft. All will be able to see and hear the 
speeches and the premiere showing of the film made 
with the participants called  ‘Nature Corridors for 
All’. The remainder of the entertainment, planned 
for the event, will take place in the undercroft where 
there will be live music, singing, food and a bar. 
During the afternoon there will plenty of opportunity 
for all guests to see the whole building, and we hope, 
share in the delight of seeing this mammoth project 
properly launched.

We are very keen to continue our RLWT tradition of 
keeping costs to a minimum and ‘doing it ourselves’ 
so we are asking guests to bring a contribution to 
the ‘finger food’ buffet to share. The Trustees have 
set up a ‘Catering Committee’ led by Trustee Neil 
Merchant (who makes mouthwatering savoury 
muffins) and if you’d like to help please contact him 
on neil.merchant@talk21.com. We will have a paying 
bar, which we hope will cover some of the cost of 
equipment hire for the screening of the event.

If you would like to be part of this 
momentous day for the Trust, all you have 
to do NOW u  is apply for your free ticket. 

Please email me (rigg@patspur.demon.co.uk) or send 
/ drop in, an sae with your request for ticket(s) to: 115, 
High St Lewes, BN7 1XY.

We really want as many of our members to share this 
moment as possible.  This building belongs to all of 
us and it has been a phenomenal effort in difficult 
economic times. 

Get your tickets and let’s celebrate!

Proposed programme 
2pm sharp! 

Introduction by Dr John Parry
Address by guest speaker

Premiere of  film ‘Nature Corridors for All’
Closing words from our Patron, Lord Healey

Thereafter, entertainment and refreshments in the 
Undercroft until 4.30pm

Professor Francis Ratnieks demonstrates the living 
hive on 22nd May. The pavilion’s hive will become 
part of his research project at Sussex University, and 
we will benefit from his experience. 

John Parry takes a breather from his guided tour -  
bathed in natural light in the undercroft



Sponsorship of items in the 
Pavilion

The wish list published in Newsletter 66 has resulted 
in sponsorship of 11 interior doors, 3 front doors, 1 
velux window, glazed lift doors, a serving hatch, and 
kitchen fit out totalling £8,250. 

There are 2 doors left at £200 each, 3 ecological 
hand driers at £600 each, and 6 velux windows at 
£750 each! Sponsors’ names will be recorded in the 
building, so do contact me if you or a group of friends 
wish to contribute this way.

Marilu  Orman and the Lewes Cinema team present 
their cheque for £400 before the showing of Robin 
Hood on Friday 11th June. The money was raised 

through sales of cakes at All Saints screenings. 

John Parry at the upper entrance to the Pavilion

Floor tile samples laid out for discussion at a recent 
meeting of Trustees. To completely carpet the upper 

floor will cost about £5000.
We want to go for tiles because they can be replaced 
easily and rotated when necessary to balance wear 
and tear.  The main walls will be painted white as 

there will be considerable material on display.

The display of solar power delivered by the photo-
voltaic cells is in the entrance area.

It has been suggested to us that some of our supporters 
would like to become life members of the Trust. 

As we are so much in need of funds at the moment to 
complete our building project, we would appreciate 
an injection of cash this year. 

We are suggesting a charge of £300 and would be 
glad to hear from members who would like to discuss 
this option. 

Please contact Pat Rigg by email or  on 01273- 
487798.

Life Membership



The Linklater Pavilion has proved to be a difficult birth 
in the final stages and I am enormously grateful for 
the patience shown by members and the support from 
long trusted members of two committees - especially 
the POST group which was set up to bring the building 
on-line.  Raising the quality of our so called ‘shell 
and core’, due to the extra donations by so many 
people, has truly paid off and I can’t wait to invite 
you to your carpeted, comfortable, creative building!  
But, as I write, we still have some way to go on the 
spoil and sewage – two problems not of our making. 
We also need to fund a second emergency staircase 
and the very important folding doors that will give 
us much needed 
physical, as well 
as financial, 
flexibility.  

A ‘design and 
build’ contract 
limits what I can 
say but beyond 
the contract itself, 
we are finding 
that suppliers 
are wanting to 
help us and are 
e n t h u s i a s t i c 
about being seen 
to be part of our 
project.

I am enormously grateful to Pat for stepping in as Chair 
for many reasons - not least to help take some of the 
pressure off me so that I can focus, along with Roger, 
on the final building negotiations and forthcoming fit-
out but also to allow me to start planning in detail for 
the future.  

It is vitally important that we all think of the Linklater 
Pavilion not just as a living case study example of a 
sustainable community building (demonstrating all the 
financial and practical constraints) but also as a vital 
and integrated part of the Local Nature Reserve. I want 
to suggest to Peter Hodge, our entomologist, that we 
even include it as a separate habitat compartment as it 
will no doubt house spiders and other insects as well as 

our bees and other creatures we plan to accommodate 
in boxes under the generous roof overhang. 

Furthermore, the undercroft was devised to feel part 
of the outside space when all its doors are open and 
so  can I suggest that our joint membership ‘strapline’ 
should be:  Think Pavilion – think Railway Land 
- that IS the full Railway Land Project.  

Let me now bring you up to speed on progress 
regarding the fit-out and plans for our first year:
We are desperately seeking permission from the 
contractors, ISG Jackson, to enter the Pavilion on 1st 
August in order to start the very important fit-out that 
will be led by Dave Sykes.  The initial focus will be 
getting the kitchen done and Dave is making units in 
his house ready for installation.  Then come further 
storage cupboards, which he has already worked out, 
accompanied by an additional basin for art activities 
on the first floor and a downstairs tap in the undercroft.  

Our proper thanks to 
Dave will be given 
in due course but we 
are incredibly lucky 
to have his skills 
and commitment 
as I wrote in the 
description of his 
quick repair of the 
boardwalk. 

For the undercroft, 
Roy Watkinson has 
kindly agreed to find 
us white community 
repaint materials 
through the national 
household waste 
forum – something 

that will be worth telling people about. 

As long as ISG Jackson let us in, we can then employ 
a professional decorator, Ray Slucock, to decorate 
the high ceilings and thanks to connections by our 
new trustee Alison Brewer, we have been given a 
new water-based paint called Nature Paint.  We are 
very grateful to Matthew Grudgings who has agreed 
to supply this innovative, environmentally-friendly 
paint.  We will paint the walls ourselves and are 
seeking sponsorship of other eco-friendly paints for 
the two offices, kitchen and accessible toilet and have 
already had an enthusiastic response from the new 
Ieko shop on School Hill.

The Linklater  Pavilion and the 
Railway Land Project

by John Parry



We are grateful to Interface Flor carpets for providing 
us with a competitive price for the main hall area of 
carpet tiles made from re-cycled thread.  There is 
much more that we will share about this product once 
it is down but we are grateful to Tristan Robinson for 
his support and for also putting us in touch with Clean 
Stream carpets who will provide us with re-used 
carpets in the two office areas. We also have Alison to 
thank for providing some left over tiles from a private 
job that are suitable for the kitchen and accessible 
toilet.

We also have a good deal from PM Security which 
includes a remote wildlife camera and which I hope 
might catch some wonderful live wildlife images for 
us by day.

Tom Walker has pitched in to help with a flexible 
hanging system of rods for art exhibitions and we 
have had generous financial support for this from 
Marcus Crivello. In addition, Tom is working on a 
way of using the current ISG hoarding (which we 
have bought for £300!) once Ron Beck has finished 
all the rock work.  We plan to cut the hoarding into 
sections which we can then hang from strategic hooks 
in the undercroft ceiling thus providing a cheap and 
flexible summer exhibition facility downstairs.

Everyone is pitching in to help where they can and we 
are so grateful.

Let me now turn to the running of the Pavilion and the 
planned events to date:
The most important thing to state is that we are going 
to go carefully for the first year.  The worst thing we 
could do would be to make extragevant claims and to 
run before we can walk.  The following will give you 
a flavour of our thinking and I hope will inspire you 
to offer suggestions.  

In our first year we are going to focus on doing a 
variety of things well and learning from them.  For 
example, we will:
• get to know our partners and their needs
• work our way into the building over a whole 
season
• start our work with Priory school
• build up a solid core of volunteers
• re-organise ourselves as necessary but without 
a whole load of bureaucracy
• steadily learn how to become a social 
enterprise
• hope to meet and attract many new friends 

along the way.

But we have a good starting position and framework on 
which to build.  First and foremost is our relationship 
with ESCC Adult Social Care and the expansion of 
the project that has been running out of the St Nicholas 
Day Centre.  You will all be familiar, I hope, with the 
Nature Corridors Team who feature in pretty much 
every newsletter and who will be in the Pavilion and 
around the Reserve on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
September.  The entire team cannot wait to get into the 
building of which they are such an important part.

   Then we have our agreement 
with Priory School.  We are so 
proud and pleased with this major 
breakthrough to provide tailor-
made programmes in conjunction 
with Priory teachers.  I felt it 
was worth sharing with you the 

comment by the Head, Martyn Ofield, which shows 
just how important our link with Priory now is:

‘Thanks for all that you have done to create this 
excellent opportunity for the school and its students.  
Your outstanding personal enthusiasm, commitment 
and energy are an inspiration to everyone.  I wish you 
every success and that the project continues to thrive; 
to receive the support of the local, national, and 
international community; and to fulfil its enormous 
potential to make a major impact at a world class 
level.’

  Next is our agreement with the Sussex 
Wildlife Trust.  This will provide an 
additional presence in the building, a 
regular source of income and opportunities 
for informal discussions about a host of 
possibilities in the near and distant future.  

We have had a long and fruitful association with the 
Trust since the very beginning in 1986 and we are 
delighted to welcome them on board.

Then there is our collaboration with the Laboratory 
of Apiculture and Social Insects (LASI) at the 
University of Sussex which will see a living beehive 
in the Pavilion, hopefully this Autumn.  What a treat 
and inspiration!

The a-capella choir ‘Angels with Attitude’ have taken 
a weekly evening booking and we are so pleased that 
they have decided to use the Linklater Pavilion as 



their rehearsal venue.  They are very welcome and 
the sound of human voices wafting over the entrance 
path will be a weekly evening delight.

The Inside Outside creative outdoor play group 
run by Jenny Arran and Flora Jenkins have asked to 
have access to the undercroft and we are delighted 
to welcome them and their vision for nursery group 
children and young mothers.  If possible, they will 
start on Monday mornings from September but 
otherwise from January.

Staff visits from our steering group of schools 
from Polegate Primary School, Meeching Valley 
Primary, Wallands Primary and Rodmell Primary 
are planned for September.

We are in contact with Transition Town Lewes about 
a possible apple pressing event in October and I am 
sure will collaborate on a variety of issues.

The alumni of the Oxford Environmental Change 
Institute, who visited the site over 17 years, are to be 
contacted by the former Director of the course, John 
Boardman, telling them that the ‘Pavilion vision’ has 
finally happened.  Who knows where this might lead 
as such students become the movers and shakers of 
their countries!

I am in early discussions with a group who are 
currently developing an international leadership 
programme for senior and future leaders. The group 
are inspired by what we have achieved in building the 
Pavilion, share many of our values and aspirations, 
and like Lewes as a potential venue. 

I am also hopeful of a Biodiversity ‘Question Time’ 
and future exhibitions in the undercroft by SeaRoc 
of the proposed offshore windfarm off Brighton 
and Ovesco – the Ouse Valley Energy Services 

Company.
On the 20th October, the Pavilion will be the base for a 
community enterprise caucus to encourage the further 
development of community enterprises by the sharing 
of knowledge and by providing practical support - the 
Railway Land Project will be one of three county case 
studies.

And from 13th – 27th November, we will run our first 
art exhibition by Lil Tudor Craig http://www.tudor-
craig.co.uk with future exhibitions by Chris Drury, 
Eberhard Ross and Tom Walker.

This is all before we have kitted out the building and 
formally opened it but I hope it gives you a flavour of 
some of the activities we expect to take place.  These 
will grow, adapt and change – there isn’t a ‘formula’ or 
a right way to run a unique building like this – it will 
be a mix of risk, passion, need and inquisitiveness.  
You, our members and supporters – several for many 
years - are so much part of this journey and we will 

welcome your ideas and suggestions.

The Linklater Pavilion is of its time.  It’s taken 21 
years.  Let’s grab the wonderful opportunity provided 
by our benefactors and make the very best of it.
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Founder Sponsors of the Linklater 
Pavilion

Ground Source heat pump and 
photovoltaics sponsored by the 
Lottery

School groups have been using the wonderful resource 
of the Railway Land in various ways since the creation 
of the Reserve in 1997. But with completion of the 
Linklater Pavilion imminent (and a little overdue) our 
Schools Steering group have been meeting to plan 
how to extend the visits programme, exploiting the 
Reserve with its range of habitats and the Pavilion 
itself.

The group has representatives from primary and 
secondary sectors and have decided to base their 
activities around the theme of Biodiversity for 2010-
11. With Priory school though, we have negotiated an 
agreement to cover the next 3 years initially during 
which, and I quote from the agreement, ”We seek to 
foster a partnership of steady observation, response 
and research that builds a unique record of both the 
site and local children’s responses to it”. Activities 
will be linked to curriculum themes in Science and 
Geography with other disciplines possibly becoming 
involved, and a variety of approaches are possible 
given the proximity of the Reserve to the school.

Jenifer Barton

Our Links with Schools

The management committee enjoy the site walk


